
 

 

ñDeck the halls with trays of cookies!!ò 
Hundreds of cookie trays lined the CCS hall-
way awaiting pick up and delivery. The 2011 
Christmas Cookie Extravaganza had sales of 
$18,359 before expenses. The 3rd annual 
event was lead by coordinators;  Jill Fre-
marek, Amy Fetterley, Robyn Evans, April 
Reed and Tami Kittrell.  This fundraiser 
brought forth a small army of volunteers from 
parents and grandparents to friends and sup-
porters of Columbus Christmas.  It became  
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Cookie Fundraiser a Huge Success!  

"Muy Buen Español !"  
 Each year, fourth year Spanish stu-
dents from Columbus High School come to 
CCS to teach our students mini lessons in 
learning Spanish.  Basic language skills such 
as learning vocabulary for everyday objects 
and conversations to more advanced skills for 
our older classes.   
 The CPS students are responsible for 
planning and presenting the lessons and pre-
paring instructional materials, as well.  Lililana 
Velasco, CPS Spanish instructor and parent to 
Sarah (gr. 1), assigns  the student teams to 
various schools around Columbus and sched-
ules visits to observe and evaluate  her stu-
dents while they are teaching.  

 Each Columbus Christian student is 
given a Spanish  name which he/she use dur-
ing the month of Spanish classes. Our stu-
dents appreciate the opportunity to learn an-
other language and peak their interest, for tak-
ing foreign language classes when they enter 
high school. 
 The last day of Spanish class is 
ñFiesta Dayò where yummy treats are enjoyed 
and the sounds of excited student voices fill 
the halls.   Some of the special activities even  
included breaking candy-stuffed piñatas! 
 ñMuchas Gracias!ò to our friends at Co-
lumbus High for coming to CCS and teaching 
our students Spanish!!  We appreciate you!!! 

Grades 7-8 take notes of their new 
Spanish vocabulary words. 

Grades 3-4 play a game to help 
strengthen their Spanish  
vocabulary. 

Grades 1-2 proudly display the certificates they 
received from their Spanish class teachers. 
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 Over the past several years, CCS has 

had the privilege of providing non-paid work 

experiences for students who attend Educa-

tional Service Unit Center 7.  Their responsi-

bilities have included floor and bathroom main-

tenance as well as preparation of educational 

materials for classroom teachers.  These won-

derful students are accompanied by a job site coach who pa-

tiently guides  and instructs them in carrying out their daily 

tasks.  They also document on film the studentôs responsibili-

ties, which has proven to be very beneficial when another stu-

dent is called in to occasionally sub.                                    

 The goal of the program is to give these students op-

portunities to develop the skills necessary to perform a variety  

 

of jobs out in the world.  From their first visit to our school, the 

students are coached on filling out a job application, signing in 

at the office, greeting the employer and getting the list of tasks 

which need to be completed each day.                                  

 As a culminating celebration, Cathy Weinmeister and 

I had the delight of attending a Christmas Open House at the 

ESU Center 7 in honor of all the job site employers.  Tyler, 

Sarah and Harley were thrilled when we arrived and gave us a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tour of their new facility.  Not only did we enjoy some delicious 

refreshments prepared by the students and staff but spent 

time visiting with our friends as they showed us their portfo-

lios,  filled with pictures documenting the many experiences 

while at the Center 7.  We also got to see the job site pictorial 

book they created for their experiences of Columbus Chris-

tian.                                                                                        

 We expressed our thanks to our Center 7 friends with 

a small gift which proved to bring smiles of delight!  Before I 

left, one of the job coaches thanked us for showing apprecia-

tion to the students not only with the gifts but with our daily 

expressions of thanks and taking the time out of our busy 

days to visit with the students.                                             

 Tyler, Sarah and Harley are precious in our eyes and 

we were blessed by having them in our school.  We look for-

ward to the ñNew Yearò in which 

Sarah will return to CCS to con-

tinue her work.  We praise the 

Lord for these students and pray 

that we were a blessing to them, 

as well.    

As Administrator by Kathy Wolfe 

 

Cathy Weinmeister and Kathy Wolfe feel the warm wel-
come from our Center 7 friends, Harley and Sarah . 

Re-enrollment for Columbus Christian School  
begins in February 2011!! 
 
Tuition rates and fees will be available in January.  Families desiring to 
provide their child or children with a quality Christian education are en-
couraged to re-enroll their current students and to introduce other inter-
ested families to the opportunity. Be watching for more information. 

Kathy Wolfe is greeted by Tyler at the door of Center 
7ôs new facility. 



 

 

 Merry Christmas from the 5
th
/6

th
 

grade class!  I can hardly believe that half 
of our school year is almost over.  Where 
has the time gone?  It has been a great joy 
to have gotten to know your students and 
to see the progress they are making, not 
just in the academic department but in the 

godly character they are displaying every day.  Progress! - 
We should all be continually grateful to our Savior that He 
is consistently working on us and is growing us!  (Not just 
the students-but in me as well!) 
 We had a fantastic time decorating our classroom 
the other day; please feel free to stop in and visit us and 
see what the kids have done!  Thank you, Paula Barcel, for 
supplying us with the decorations!  This year the school 
has decided to skip the traditional personal gifts and has 
chosen to focus on others and giving to those in need.  We 
have chosen to donate new hats and gloves to the Colum-
bus Rescue Mission, as many people who come to stay 
there do not have the appropriate winter attire.  What a 
blessing it has been to see the students respond so well, 
giving up ñstuffò to help those in need.  We are planning to 
cook a meal for the mission as well, but due to their hectic 
schedules and our hectic schedules it may have to wait 
until January.  (Something to look for ward to during the 

long, cold days in January!)  I pray that your Christmas will 
be a joyful one.  Please enjoy your break and come back 
ready to keep pressing on! 

New s f rom 5th ï 6th  Grade  by M el issa  Deruch ie  
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Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year from the 5 -6th Grade Class!  

 In Paula J. Foxôs book The Heart of a Teacher, she 
says to her fellow teachers: ñA childôs heart is fragileédonôt 

break it. A childôs 
mind is openédonôt 
close it. A childôs soul 
is tenderédonôt 
harden it. A childôs 
spirit is joyfulédonôt 
crush it.  
 These words 
remind me of the re-
sponsibility and the 
importance your 
board places on 
praying for your chil-
dren, your teachers, 
our administrator and 
yes parents as well. 
Every child bears an 

originality that is evidence of the image of God in his or her 
life. How else do you explain a childôs creativity and sponta-
neity and imagination? Who but the Creator could build in 

such a spirit of adventure and a curiosity to dis-
cover? God has filled every child with a magnifi-

cent potential that is distinct from any other person.  
And He has placed parents and teachers to nurture and 
provide opportunities for children to discover and help de-
velop their interests.  
 But with all that in mind we have a greater responsi-
bility and that is to introduce them to Jesus Christ. Because 
when you lead them to the Savior, God will then use them 
to begin to express His love, demonstrate His supernatural 
power and express His life. What greater investment can 
we make?  
 As we enjoy all the warmthôs of this Christmas sea-
son please take time to take another look at the manger. 
Look beyond the tender scene and see what Jesus Himself 
knew even before He cameéthat He was born to die. ñFor 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Mark 
10:45  This is truly Godôs gift to you. 
 I would just like to personally extend my apprecia-
tion for all those who humbly work behind the scenes to 
make this school a shining light in the city of Columbus. To 
those who came forward and served so dili-
gently to make the Christmas cookie fund-
raiser a successé THANK YOUé and may 
God receive all the glory! 

From the School Board   by  Larry Pilakowski 
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 This years book fair was a huge success!  We 
had $630 in sales, including the online book fair pur-
chases.  This gave us $375 in free books for our library. 
 Thanks to all who participated!  We are well on 
our way towards fulfilling our book requirements for the 

school year.  Also, a big thank you to 
Shell Creek School library for donating 
books to us as well. 
 The Scholastic consultant said 
we had the most profitable box fair of any 
of her clients! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCS Book Fair   by Beth MacArthur 

 
 
 

 
 The Kindergarten class has chosen Grandma Beth as some-
one we would like to pray for this year. In the beginning of the year we 
drew pictures of ourselves as a way to introduce ourselves to her. Re-
cently Beth came to visit us and answer any questions we had. We 
pray for her every day and look forward to maybe going to her house 
sometime. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:2  ñWe give thanks to God always for all of you, 
making mention of you in our prayers;ò 

In Our Prayerséé by Jan Wieberdink 

Columbus Christian 
School  

Preschool & Kindergarten Open 
House  

 
Tuesday, February 21, 2012  

3:30 ï 5:30 p.m.  
Children are welcome to attend with parents!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3418 15th St. 
402-562-6470 
E-mail: info@columbuschristian.org 
Website: www.columbuschristian.org  

Cookies (conôt. from pg. 1) 
apparent in the making and baking process that this fund-
raiser was not just about making money for the school but 
about honoring and glorifying our Lord.  1 Corinthians 
10:31 says ñWhether, then, you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of Godò  and that verse took on 
new meaning as we labored side by side. Scriptures were 
posted around the gym to remind us of our purpose and 
informal prayer times marked the beginning of several 
work shifts.   
 Working to-
gether gave multiple 
opportunities to make 
new acquaintances and 
turned our thinking to-
wards the needs of oth-
ers.  Many volunteers 
remarked that they were 
blessed by the new rela-
tionships they made 
while working with other 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
 Also, the Lord helped us make new connections 
with people from the Columbus community.  Our office 
sales tripled through phone calls and emails.  We were 
blessed with opportunities to pray for our new customers, 
too. 
 A special thank you to all who prayed and volun-
teered during our cookie baking week!  Praise God for 
blessing CCS!! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+1:2&version=NASB
mailto:info@columbuschristian.org
http://www.columbuschristian.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10:31&version=NASB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+10:31&version=NASB

