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The previous article 
about the beginnings of 
Columbus Christian 
School and Ken Paul ref-
ÅÒÅÎÃÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ȰÓÔÏÎÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
very early years. 

Building on that foun-
dation, I considered a 
lengthy list of some of the 
ȰÓÔÏÎÅÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅȱ 
in more recent years. I am 
reminded that these are 
really a list of praises! 

  Along with all the 
other families at CCS, our 
Lord and Master made 
this great school available 
to our  family.  What a 
great blessing and privi-
lege it has been for each 
of us!  It has been a lot of 
work, but nothing that is 
valuable is ever easy, so 
we praise God for his 
goodness through each of 
these things.   

So how have we been 
blessed? 

 

VARIOUS PHYSICAL 
WAYS  

Z Purchase of our current 
facility in 1997. 

Z Quick  repairs in the old 
building following a se-
rious water leak that 
first December. 

Z Successful ongoing man-
agement of the asbestos 
in the facility. 

Z Removal and disposal of 
the old inefficient boiler. 

Z Conversion of the for-
mer boiler room to new 
office space. 

Z Installation of the new 
highly efficient heat 
pumps and an updated 
electrical service. 

Z Newly remodeled 7th/8 th 
grade room, including 
the removal of the old 
windows, the addition of 
a new fire escape a new 
drop ceiling, new light-
ing and carpeting. 

Z Purchase, successful 
move, installation and 
repair of the 5th/6 th 
grade modular. 

Z Protection from exces-
sive vandalism to the 
facilities experienced by 
some other schools. 

Z Installation of dropped 
ceilings, improved light-
ing and carpeting in sev-
eral classrooms. 

Z New playground equip-
ment! 

 
 

Z Excellent secure com-
puter resources and up-
to-date software. 

Z New concrete in various 
places. 

Z Various roof repairs 
over the years. 

Z Modern video surveil-
lance system. 

Z Newer and safer lunch 
tables as well as many 
folding tables and 
chairs. 

Z New curriculum. 
Z New books every year in 

the library. 
Z Faithful service of our 

aging facilities and 
equipment. 

TALENTED AND  
DEDICATED PEOPLE 

Z Our faithful staff.  Thank 
you one and all!  We can 
never thank you 
enough! 

Z Board members who 
have served faithfully 
through the years. 

Z Parents and students! 
Z Faithful constituents 

and generous donors. 
AN ARMY OF   
VOLUNTEERS 

Often only the volun-
teer and our Master who 
knows who is meeting the 
needs at CCS.  Regardless 
of the need you meet, we 
appreciate each and every 
one of you!  There are an 
abundance of details that 
are being met.  

Columbus  Christian  School   
#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ  ρυ  9ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ 

Columbus  
Christian School  
4ÈÅ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙȣȢ 

 
By Darrel Wieberdink 

Columbus Christian School is 
celebrating 15 years of jour-
ÎÅÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ  
A series of articles will ap-
pear in The Mane Events dur-
ing this coming year to mark 
this event.  

Inside this issue:  

See JOURNEY, page 4 

CCS Celebrates 15 
Years 1 

As Administrator 2 

From the School 
Board 2 

Kindergarten Option 3 

Veteran's Share 3 

Dimelo en               
Espanol!! 4 

Family Pride 5 

Faculty Focus 5 

Volunteer Spotlight 5 

CCS Christmas     
Program 6 

Christmas Cookie 
Extravaganza 7 

7th & 8th Grade 
News 8 

Preschool News 9 

Praise & Prayer  10 

Classified Ads 10 

Budget 11 

Memorials 11 

Calendar of Events 12 



 

 

 Page 2 of 12 Columbus Christian School Mane Events 

C o l u m b u s 
Christian has 
been a bustling 
C h r i s t m a s 

cookie factory this past 
week!!  Thousands of jam 
filled thumbprints, pea-
nut butter blossoms, 
snicker doodles, choco-
late crackle, sugar and 
gingersnap cookies filled 
the gym, hallways, rented 
freezers and storage con-
tainers located around 
the school.   

Even more impressive 
than producing over 
30,000 cookies was the 
incredible crew of dedi-
cated volunteers who 
planned, bought ingredi-
ents, mixed, rolled, baked 
and packaged all of them!!  

All of these people would 
agree that this has been 
the biggest fundraising 
event CCS has taken on 
over the last 15 years but 
the blessings of working 
together were incredible! 

All during the week 
parents, grandparents, 
board members, CCS 
alumni and friends 
donned white hair nets, 
scrubbed up and dove in 
wherever they were 
needed.  Great conversa-
tion plus moments of 
cookie wisdom and en-
couragement were shared 
at just the right time.  The 
spirit of camaraderie was 
nothing short of amazing!  
Fellowship times while 
rolling, dipping, cutting 
out or frosting cookies 
was a gift that was 
opened time and time 

again throughout the 
course of the week. 

This Cookie Extrava-
ganza was also an affir-
mation back to me of just 
how many people in our 
community are commit-
ted to quality Christian 
education.  The hours of 
sacrificial service were an 
ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
commitment to support-
ing a school where Jesus 
Christ is taught and hon-
ored.  I am especially ex-
cited about the opportu-
nity the Lord provided for 
letting others know about 
our school through each 
cookie tray and the per-
son who sold it.  The great 
article in our local news-
paper was a blessing, too! 

As I look at the many 
preparations for the 2010
-2011 school year that 

are underway, it will be 
interesting to see if the 
Lord will bring more stu-
dents and supporters 
through the efforts of our 
cookie fundraiser!   

I especially want to 
thank Jill Fremarek and 
Marty Griess for all of 
their countless hours of 
organizing and coordinat-
ing this fundraiser.  God 
blessed their efforts and 
brought them workers 
who gave and gave of 
their time and energy to 
serve alongside them.  
Thank you to all who gave 
of your time and helped.  
The students, staff and 
school board of Columbus 
Christian praise and 
thank God 
for YOU!! 

Wow! Can 
you believe 
how well the 
Cookie Sale 

went? Praise the Lord! To 
sell over $15,000 in our 
very first year is an amaz-
ing feat. I want to give 
special thanks to Jill Fre-
marek and Marty Griess 
for the leadership they 
gave to this effort. They 
did an awesome job.  

Next I want to say 
thank you to the many 
other volunteers who 
helped. Your work was 
amazing! I managed to 

show up and help for a 
few hours one night and 
could not believe my eyes. 
I was totally impressed 
with the enthusiasm, 
teamwork, and just plain 
hard work. I was worn 
out after just a short time 
but the rest of you were 
still going strong. I be-
lieve your work was a 
testimony to the great 
God we serve! 

His name was hon-
ored; thank you. The 
school board will be 
reaching out to some of 
you in the days and 

weeks to come asking for 
suggestions for next year. 
It is critical that we learn 
from these events so that 
each year can be better 
than the year before. 

The school board is 
hard at work on next 
ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÒÁÙ 
ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÁÓ ×Å ÓÅÅË 'ÏÄȭÓ 
will and wisdom.  We 
have an awesome budget 
team in Bob Becker, Andy 
Tiemeyer, and Dan Poppe. 
They will be responsible 
for drafting the budget 
after the full board de-
cides on some of the key 
issues. 

I will probably get one 
more chance at this be-
fore the end of March, but 

not wanting to miss the 
opportunity, I want to 
personally say thank you 
to Bob Becker for his six 
faithful years of serving 
on the school board.  He 
has been our treasurer 
for at least four of themɂ
maybe even longer. Bob 
has been such a key mem-
ber of the board and we 
will surely miss his lead-
ership and wisdom. 

Be sure to let him 
know how much you have 
appreciated his service. 
"ÏÂȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ-year 
term officially ends at the 
end of March 2010. 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ȣȣȢȢ 
                                                by Mike Dornish  

As Administrator  
                           by Kathy Wolfe 
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The CCS Board has 
reached a decision re-
garding the direction of 
Kindergarten services for 
2010-2011 school year.  
The plan includes a half 
day option as well as a 
full day option beginning 
with second semester. 

According to Mrs. 
Wolfe, CCS Administra-
ÔÏÒȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ +ÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎ 
program at Columbus 
Christian has provided an 
excellent foundation for 
our youngest students 
over the years.  In recent 
years, other area  kinder-
garten programs have 
changed, expanding their 
programs to include full 
day instruction for kin-
dergartners.  Seeing this 
growing trend, CCS has 
made it a priority to re-
view our existing pro-
gram on a regular basis 
to see if we are still meet-
ing the needs of the stu-

ÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢȱ 
Jan Wieberdink, Kin-

dergarten Teacher, and 
Robbin Chin, Preschool 
Teacher,  led a committee 
which had been research-
ing the full day vs. half  
day kindergarten option.  
During their research, 
Wieberdink spoke to sev-
eral teachers in area of  
Christian education as 
well as public school rep-
resentatives.  

The investigation 
process included several 
meetings with current 
kindergarten and pre-
school parents.  A survey 
was also conducted with 
current preschool and 
kindergarten parents.  
The results shared with 
the board included the 
advantages, disadvan-
tages, comparisons, and 
projected  financial costs. 

After much discussion 
and prayer, the CCS 

School Board approved 
the expansion of the ex-
isting kindergarten pro-
gram, providing there are 
enough students to fund 
it.  The kindergarten pro-
gram will offer its re-
quired half day program 
for the first semester of 
the school year.  Begin-
ning second semester, 
parents will be given the 
option to have their kin-
dergartner attend for a 
full day or continue with 
the half day program.  
The full day option is de-
signed to provide more 
opportunities for rein-
forcement of concepts 
taught in the morning, 
giving the teacher more 
time to do extra activities 
that would enhance the 
current program.  

The School Board will  
determine how many stu-
dents will need to enroll 
in order to make the full 

day option a viable 
choice.  

Mrs. Wieberdink, 
ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ×Å 
are offering parents is an 
excellent decision. Par-
ents are still able to do 
what they think is best 
for their child.  I am ex-
cited to teach the ex-
tended activities we just 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
ÈÁÌÆ ÄÁÙȢȱ 

Board member, Andy 
Tiemeyer, said that the 
ÂÏÁÒÄȭÓ ÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÅ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ 
this decision was to con-
tinue to give parents 
some options in deciding 
what is best for their chil-
dren.  As a parent of a 
preschool child, Tie-
meyer indicated that he 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ȰÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ 
ease into this because 
children are better able 
to handle longer days as 
ÔÈÅÙ ÇÅÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÌÄÅÒȢȱ 

 

Left: . 
  

Fathers and grandfa-
thers of students at Co-
lumbus Christian School 
ÃÁÍÅ ÏÎ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ $ÁÙ ÔÏ 
share their experiences as 
members of various 
branches of the United 
States armed forces.  Gene 
Beck (Army), Mike Ebel 
(Air Force), Erik Wein-
meister (Navy) and Stan 
Custer (Army) took part in 
this event as they spent 
time in the 5th and 6th 
grade class or the 7th and 
8th grade class. 

Veterans Share     
Experiences 

Board Reaches Decision on Full Day vs. Half Day Kindergarten  

Amber Mazankowski assists 
her grandfather, Gene Beck as 
he tells of his experiences in the 
Vietnam War.   

Jeremiah Ebel joins his father, 
Mike Ebel, as they show a dis-
play of patches worn by Mike 
when he served in the Air 

Kyle Schulz, Juan Lasso and 
Zach Weinmeister look over 
ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ  +ÙÌÅȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ 
working on a tank.  

Taylor Weinmeister (center) 
and Shianne Chiappetta show 
ÏÆÆ %ÒÉË 7ÅÉÎÍÅÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ .ÁÖÙ 
uniforms.  

 

 

 

 

 

The students and staff of  

Columbus Christian 

School  

wish you a  

Christmas  

full of wonder,  

miracles, and  

joyous celebration  

of the  

Greatest Gift of all!! 
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 SOUPS ON!!  

 

              

 

 

CCS Annual Soup Supper             
Featuring Homemade Soup           

and Desserts  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2010  

4:30pm - 7:00pm  

COLUMBUS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL                                                   
3418 15TH STREET 

 

A Free Will Offering Will Be Taken                                                  
All Donations Accepted  

 

                                         Information will be available for the                                            

                             2010-22 K-8 enrollment and Preschool  

Students in Spanish 4 
at Columbus High School 
participated in a two 
week mini course with  
students at Columbus 
Christian School.  Liliana 
Velasco, CHS Spanish in-
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒȟ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȱ!Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 
their Spanish 4 curricu-
lum, students have to 
prepare and plan 10 lan-
guage mini lessons to be 
taught in elementary 
schools. We select the 
topics we want to teach 
together and the kids 
plan lessons accordingly 
based on the number of 
students we have and the 
grade level they are 
ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȢȱ 

The students made 
flash cards for each vo-
cabulary word and then 
thought of a written ac-
tivity to help the elemen-
tary students practice the 
word.  Additionally they 
developed a game or ac-
tivity to reinforce the 
new language skill. 

CCS students looked 
forward to the involve-
ment and interaction 
with the Spanish stu-
dents, and they especially 
enjoyed the final day 
celebrated with a Fi-
estaɂlots of food and 
fun! 

Velasco, also a parent 
of two CCS students, said, 
Ȱ7Å ÓÅÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
into the community be-
cause we believe it starts 
motivating children to 
want to learn a second 
language when they come 
to the high school. We 
also believe that kids will 
never forget something 
they teach; it helps them 
reinforce basic language 
concepts. Finally, we 
hope the elementary kids 
remember what they 
ÌÅÁÒÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓȢȱ  
Parents confirm that the 
students from CCS are 
using their new language 
skills in many situations 
at home. 

Here are just a few of 
the areas I am reminded 
of in which CCS has been, 
and continues to be, 
blessed by volunteers: 
Z Prayer warriors 
Z Library workers  
Z Hot Lunch coordinators 
Z Committee workers 
Z Playground monitors 
Z Internet/website devel-

opers 
Z Cleaning coordinators 
Z Mowing coordinator 
Z Volunteer coordinators 
Z Fundraiser coordina-

tors and special project 
workers 

Z Many skilled mainte-
nance, workday and 
construction project 
workers 

Z Computer hardware, 
software, security and 

technology mainte-
nance workers 
4ÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎȣ 
As I reminisce and 

think through the names 
and faces of folks that 
have served our Master 
by serving CCS over the 
past 15 years, I am re-
minded that God truly 
has been faithful to meet 
our every need!  I am 
honored to serve with all 
of you and am eager to 
see what our great God 
will do through the min-
istry of CCS over the next 
15 years.  Praise God 
from  whom all blessings 
flow! 

JOURNEY, continued 
from page 1 

Darrel Wieberdink is a board 
member at CCS and his wife Jan 
teaches Kindergarten.    They 
have three children.  Danielle, 
(freshman at Northwestern 
College in Iowa) and Adam 
(sophomore at CHS) are former 
CCS students.  Nicole is cur-
rently in 7th grade at CCS. 

Dimelo en Espanol!!  (Say it in Spanish) 

Spanish class students from Columbus High teach  and celebrate 
with CCS students at all grade levels.  Shown are 1st & 2nd grade 
(upper left), 7th & 8th grade (upper right), 3rd & 4th grade 
(lower left) and preschool (lower right).  


