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                      It’s  here!!!  Another  month  of  May  has  arrived, along  with  those  familiar,
       nostalgic  feelings  for our  students.  How did   those 8th graders grow up so  
  fast?  Wasn’t it just a year or two ago when  they  were learning how to read, 
  proudly  showing me  the  books they  had  chosen  from  the  library?     And 
  weren’t these the ones that were petrified to play dodge ball for the first 
time??  Now, they can be seen helping the younger students in preschool, enjoying their 
weekly “buddy time” together and finding ways to serve others at our school. 
 
Yes, graduation time is definitely a time of reflection and anticipation.  We reflect on all that 
these students have experienced and accomplished over the past nine years of schooling, 
praying that the Lord has adequately prepared them for the high school years ahead.  We are 
excited too for the new opportunities that God will present to each of them, watching to see if 
they have grabbed onto the baton of faith and are ready to run the marathon course He has 
laid out before them.  Please be in prayer for our 2008 graduates and those of our alumni who 
will be graduating from high school and college! 
 
And this year marks the last high school graduation for my children.  Jon is the last one to be 
launched and I am excited for all of the new challenges and opportunities God will be 
presenting to him over years to come. My resident computer expert will be only an email or 
phone call away, while attending college this fall.  Jon’s new ventures will present some 
changes for me as well.  I think I can speak for the both of us in saying that the future looks 
both scary and exciting.  But for right now, we get to celebrate all that God has done for Jon 
over these last 18 years, remembering His faithfulness and goodness and trusting Him for all 
of the tomorrows. 
 
Congratulations to the Graduating Classes of 2008!!!�
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  Our final All Pro Dad’s breakfast was held on  April 9th with over 25 dads  and 
  kids  in  attendance.  After  another excellent  meal  of  eggs,  hash   browns, 
  sausage, and bacon catered by Hy-Vee, we were treated with an excellent 
speaker. Peter Kibalya reminisced of his growing up in Africa, his acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior, and his journey to Columbus, Nebraska.  If your kids talk about cutting mangos 
out of the tree for their school lunch, now you know where they got the idea.  We also were 
blessed by some generous donations that allowed us to give out some great toys and candy 
bars, so it was again a very successful meeting.  Our next breakfast will be in September when 
we kick off the new school year.  Until then, have an All Pro Dad’s summer! 
 

  All Pro Dad’s by Dan Poppe 
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A Christian family with two school-age children contacted CCS, expressing their heart-felt desire 
to have their children enrolled in CCS next fall.  At this present time, they are experiencing 
significant financial struggles and would not be able to enroll their children. Even with the help of 
our Tuition Assistance Fund, this family would still  have a significant tuition shortfall.  Please be 
in prayer for them that the Lord would provide for their needs and that He would lead others to 
help with a student sponsorship.  A Student Sponsorship is when funds are given to help 
individual students or families in funding their Christian education.  If you are interested in 
helping this family in this way or would like more information, please call Mrs. Wolfe at 562-
6470.  Thanks for your prayers for this family!! 
 

Sponsorship Opportunity  
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Each  week  at  our  school,  we  receive  the  Monday  News  letter.  This  weekly   publication  serves many 
purposes, some of which include reminding students of upcoming due dates for various projects and tests, 
alerting cleaning families that it is their weekend to clean, and recognizing those students whose character 
exemplifies qualities  which  honor  and  glorify  God. It  is  also a  medium  where  teachers  are  able  to  put 

needed items on the “Wish List”.  I always feel a little vacant when I don’t put much on the “Wish List”; so today, while I sti ll 
don’t have any items for the “Wish List”, I do have a really important request to make of each and every one of you who reads 
this article:  PLEASE PRAY DILIGENTLY FOR EACH PERSON IN OUR CLASSROOM ON A DAILY BASIS FROM NOW 
THROUGH THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!!  WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS!!  The students are acquiring knowledge at a 
fast and furious pace as they near the end of the school year, and there are many days when they become disheartened and 
discouraged (teachers included) when they “just don’t get it!”  We’ve witnessed the power of prayer in our classroom many 
times this year, so we would be remiss if we didn’t covet your prayers for us in OUR time of need!!  Thanks in advance for 
praying for Tess, Ashley, Jon, Andrew, Ryan, Brandon, Luke, Shannon, Steven, Marc, Adam, Mrs. Tobiason, and Mrs. 
Weinmeister.   
 
Besides all of the “normal” work that we do each morning in Bible, Math, Spelling and Reading, we also find time to participate 
in other activities.  The 7th and 8th graders recently presented a play during chapel time based on the book “You Are Special” 
by Max Lucado.  They did such a great job, and each one who watched it came away having been blessed!  The older 
students especially enjoyed doing this for all of their younger friends at CCS! 
 
The 7th and 8th grade students also enjoy spending time with their younger friends in the lower grades.  Four of the 7th and 8th 
grade students assist the teachers and students in grades PreK through 2nd at various times throughout the week. I know the 
teachers and children sincerely appreciate all that these helpers do when they come to help!   
 
The students have enjoyed the opportunity to interact with their younger friends when they “buddy up” with the preschoolers 
from Mrs. Chin’s classroom on Friday mornings for twenty minutes.  The duos enjoy such activities as reading stories, 
practicing cutting, playing a computer game, or completing a puzzle.  Mrs. Chin and I are certain that both students are being 
blessed by this relationship!  
 
While we look forward to the end of the school year and anticipate summer break, we’re also realizing that our time as this 
particular group of 7th and 8th graders is coming to a close.  It’s really difficult to put into words the bond God has blessed us 
with this year.  Not only do we have a blast together, but we also speak truth to one another when necessary.  God has given 
us an amazing blessing in each other!   
 

  7th & 8th Grade New s by Cathy Weinmeister 
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  Here are some adjectives that this Grammar teacher wil l use to describe her students: 
  
  Creative - Students made board games in History which highlighted inventions and I heard much laughter the 
day they played them.  Posters were made in Science which described famous scientists.  They illustrated the Villasur 
expedition which is on a historical marker in Pawnee Park, and carved bars of Ivory soap in art. 
 
Productive - The big research paper which included bibliography cards, note cards, outlines, citations and fussy format 
guidelines is now behind us.  And all the students said, “Hallelujah!” 
  
Sweaty - Ha!  Did I get your attention?  P.E. activities have included basketball, hockey, war ball (a favorite), and trips to the 
nearby East Central District Community Wellness Center.  Thanks to Candy Wombacher for leading us in several fitness classes 
there! 
  
Shiny - They all can quote Philippians 2:14-15.  “Do everything without complaining or arguing...so that you may shine like stars 
in the universe.”  I’ve seen them shine through traits such as diligence, responsibility and peer counseling.  Substitute teachers 
comment on their good behavior as well.  Praise the Lord for that! 
  
Excited - We are looking forward to a G.P.S. workshop which will be led by a county extension agent, a tour of the newly 
updated systems at the Loup Powerhouse, and a field trip to the zoo.  Graduation is on the minds of the 8th graders.  I am 
excited/sad/proud to send them off to the mission field of high school. 
 

  7th & 8th Grade New s by   Kristin  Tobiason 

�
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  “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear.” Psalm 118:6. We’ve just learned this
  verse  while  studying  about  Paul and the shipwreck he  had while sailing  to
  Rome. Even though Paul was in a scary place, God calmed his heart and gave 
  him peace. We can learn from this story that God is with us and helps us even 
in our fears. When we are afraid we can talk to God and he will give us the peace we need. 
 
In Science, we have been learning about seeds and how they grow. Each of the students was 
asked what they learned about seeds. Savannah learned that farmers, dogs, birds and the wind 
all help plant seeds. Lucien learned that each seed has a seed coat, food and a baby plant 
inside. Madeline said that all seeds need the sun, water and soil to grow. Hunter said corn, 
tomatoes and strawberries all have seeds in them that we eat. We also made our own 
greenhouses and are waiting for the plants to grow.  
 
We are nearing the end of the school year. I think we all agree that this year went super fast! 
We are already getting ready for graduation and look forward to being in 1st grade next year. To 
close, I asked the class to share two things they enjoyed about this past year. They are as 
follows: 
 

Lucien – “making applesauce and the computer” 
Savannah - “making green eggs and ham and reading groups” 
Madeline - “our muddy feet and finding our faces in the bathtub” 
Hunter – “finding the gingerbread men and cleaning crocodiles cage” 

                                                                              
Have a great summer! 
 

  Kindergarten Grade New s by Jan Wieberdink 

Mrs. Wieberdin k, 
Savannah, Mad eline, 

Lucien and Hunter 

  Spring is finally here! School is nearing an end! The annual meeting has come and gone as well as our 
  annual banquet. For  the school board  however, the year is just beginning.   We will have our  first meeting on 
  April 24th with the new board. Most all of you know that Darrel Wieberdink, Jerry McClinic and Jeff Fremarek 
  were all elected to the board at the annual meeting and we are excited to add them to our ranks. The returning 
board members include Bob Becker, Trent Tobiason, Dan Poppe, Kevin Bennett, Kathy Wolfe, and Mike Dornish.   
 
We will have two primary goals at the first meeting. We will need to elect officers. The four mandatory positions are President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The second goal will be to outline some of the priorities we will want to focus on 
during the year. This is not the day to day business, but rather the activities that we hope will add value to the school over the 
long term. Some of these include looking at long term vision. Where do we want to be in five, ten or fifteen years? Another is 
Academic Standards. We will be considering whether or not it makes sense for Columbus Christian School to pursue an 
academic accreditation.  
 
Our building and grounds team is always very busy. Not only do they deal with the day to day but continue to plan and review 
school improvements over the next few months as well as the next couple of years. I am still  amazed at how the school looks 
now as compared to when my family and I moved to Columbus in 2001! Those types of changes just don’t happen!  
 
We also have the all important budget team. This team will have one eye on how we are managing with the current budget as 
well as what we need for the next year. I would l ike to see a “Staff Compensation Team” this next year. It would be wonderful if 
we could give our staff a few more “above average” pay raises but what else can we do? It would be great to add some tangible 
benefits in the future as well. This will be tough but we will look to the Lord for guidance.  
 
Each of these teams will require a lot of work and prayer. Each board member will likely have to participate in at least two and 
maybe even three different teams. In addition to board members, I believe it would be wise for us to add some non-board 
members to some of these teams. If you have an interest in serving on one of these teams you are invited to come to a board 
meeting or just let Kathy Wolfe know how you would like to serve and she can bring the information to our meeting. 
 
Please don’t forget about our EBay auction opportunity. Kevin Bennett has graciously agreed to lead this effort. If you have 

  From the School Board by Mike Dornish 
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At CCS, we are blessed to have the f ollowing men represent our school through the school board.  Please be in pray er f or each and 
ev ery member as they continue to plan for the next academic school year and bey ond. 
 

Meet the Board Members 
�

Bob Becker 
Treasurer 
2204 15th St. 
402-564-9484 
Rbecker4@neb.rr.com  
 

Kevin Bennett 
P.O. Box 263 
402-563-4162 
kbennett@high landparkm inistries.org  

 

Mike Dornish 
President 
4328 60th St. 
402-564-9304 
dornish@fronti ernet.net  
 

Jeff Fremarek 
2324 37th St. 
402-563-0566 
jcf@marc1.com  
 

Jerry McClintic 
2781 Korby Ave. 
402-564-6909 
jmcclintic@neb.rr.om  
 

Dan Poppe 
Secretary 
3269 50th Ave. 
402-564-8161 
dpoppe@fnni.com 

����

Trent Tobiason 
3320 16th St. 
402-563-3414 
tttbison@yahoo.com   
 

Darrel Wieberdink 
Vice President 
3869 30th Ave. 
402-564-6083 
djwiebe@nppd.com  

����

Now is the time for your spring cleaning!  If you have any used ink cartridges or cell phones, 
we can use them to turn trash into treasure for our school!  
 
CCS participates in the RETHINK, INK empty cartridge-recycling program. This program is 
FREE and provides a convenient location for collecting laser, inkjet cartridges and used cell 
phones while raising funds for our school. 
 
How does the program work? A collection bin, clearly marked and accessible during normal 
school hours, is located in the main hallway. You can drop off your recyclables whenever it’s 
convenient for you. Periodically, our school will mail the empty cartridges collected at our 
school to RETHINK, INK. The RETHINK, INK department will then issue us checks monthly 
for those items sent in!!! 
  
Not only is this an easy way to raise funds for the school, it also teaches our students valuable 
lessons about the variety of materials that can be recycled and it helps them develop life long 
patterns. Please contact the office or Dan Poppe if you have any questions about our recycle 
program. 
 

Recycle Ink Cartridges & Cell Phones  
 

CCS part icipat es in  the 
RETHINK, INK empty 

cartridge-recycling progr am. 
This program is FREE and 

provides  a conveni ent 
locat ion for col lect ing laser, 
inkjet  cartridges and u sed 
cell  phones wh ile rai sing 

funds for our school 

something of value but you no longer need, please consider donating it to CCS for the auction. We very much appreciate all 
of you who support the school in so many ways and may God bless you for your kindness. 
 

Continued from page 3 
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 � � � � �� ����� ����Ryan is 14 years old and is the son of Kevin and Joan Bennett.  Ryan has 
two brothers, Les and Luke as well as a sister Rachel.  In his spare time Ryan enjoys playing the 
piano, drawing, and studying local history.  Ryan has attended CCS since Kindergarten and one of his 
favorite memories was going to the State Capital building in fourth grade.  Ryan will continue his 
education at Columbus High School. 
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 � � � � � �� � �	� � � � � � � � � ������� ����Brandon, the son of Rick and Joan Campbell, is 14 years old.  
Brandon has an older sister Nicky, brother-in-law Isaac, and a brother Tyler.  Brandon’s hobbies 
include paintball, airsoft, drawing, writing, movie making, video/picture editing and video gaming.  He 
has been attending CCS since Kindergarten and as of today, he is undecided at to where he will be 
attending high school.  Some of Brandon’s favorite memories over this past year include paying 
warball for teambuilding.  “We would always get a good workout and have a whole lot of fun.” 
 

 

� � � � �� �� � � � � �� � 
� �	� �� � � � �� �� � � � � �� � 
� �	� �� � � � �� �� � � � � �� � 
� �	� �� � � � �� �� � � � � �� � 
� �	� ����� ����Luke is the son of Mike and Kary Dornish.  Luke is 14 years old and has a 
sister Crissy and a brother Tommy.  Luke enjoys being with friends and golf.  His favorite memory at 
CCS was when he threw Adam’s glue stick out of the classroom door and it managed to stick to the 
fire detector on the ceiling.  It was so funny! He and Adam were laughing so hard that they were 
crying! Luke started attending CCS in fourth grade and will continue his education at Lakeview High 
School. 
 

����
� � � � � � � �� �� � �� �� � � � �� �� � � � � � � �� �� � �� �� � � � �� �� � � � � � � �� �� � �� �� � � � �� �� � � � � � � �� �� � �� �� � � � �� ����� ����Shannon is 14 years old and is the daughter of Derek and Tammy 
Feagin.  She has three sisters, Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel as well as a brother Denon.  Shannon 
enjoys photography, softball and playing bass and guitar.  One positive memory at CCS was in the 
seventh grade when the class wrote the Spring Banquet play.  This was memorable because of all the 
fun while writing, practicing as well as the amazing results they had.  Shannon has been attending CCS 
since Kindergarten and plans to continue her education at Columbus High School. 

�
� ��  � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � 	 �� ��  � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � 	 �� ��  � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � 	 �� ��  � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � 	 ����� ����Steven is son of Mike and Beth Jones.  He is 14 years old and has two 
brothers, Benjamin and David.  Steven enjoys electronics, music and legos.  Steven’s favorite memory 
is helping the preschool class during ‘Buddy Time.’  He has been attending CCS since Kindergarten 
and plans to attend high school at Columbus High. 
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� �! � �� � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � 
� �! � �� � � � �� � � � � � � � ����� ����Marc is the son of Ernie and Janet Menchaca.  He will attend 
Columbus High. 
 

! � � � �� � � �" �� � � 
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� �� � �! � � � �� � � �" �� � � 
� �� � �! � � � �� � � �" �� � � 
� �� � ����� ����Adam Wieberdink is 14 years old and is the son of Darrel and Jan.  He 
has two sisters,  Danielle and Nicole.  In his spare time, Adam enjoys golfing and airsofting.  Adam’s 
favorite memories include football games with his friends; they always tried to run the kick-offs back 
for touchdowns.  Adam started attending CCS in Kindergarten and plans to attend Columbus High 
School in the fall. 
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CCS is Still Accepting Enrollment 
 
Columbus Christian School is still  accepting registrations for enrollment for the 2008-2009 academic year for both the Preschool 
and K through 8th programs.  Tuition rates and registration fees for 2008-2009 are as follows: 
 
Preschool 
In order for a preschool child to attend Columbus Christian Preschool, we require that the students be age 4 or 5 years old by 
October 15.  We do limit our class size to 12, so early registration is recommended. 
 

·  Registration Fees are $30 and are due at the time of registration.  Registration Fees are non-refundable. 
·  Class Options and Tuition : 

 2 day (MW) - $650/year $65 per month 
 3 day (MWF) - $850/year $85 per month 

·  Class time is 8:15 – 11:00 a.m.  
 

K – 8th Registration Fees (Due at Enrollment) 
April 1 – May 31 $300.00 
June 1 and Later $350.00 

 
K – 8th TUITION 
CCS families with students in grades K-8th may choose one of three types of payment plan: 

·  Payment in full (Qualifies for a 5% discount if paid in full by July 31st). 
·  10-month (First payment due August 1st and last payment due May 1st). 
·  12-month (First payment due June 1st and last payment due May 1st).  

2008-2009 TUITION & PAYMENT PLANS 
   10-Month Plan  12-Month Plan 
Kindergarten $1,850.00/year $185.00/month $154.17/month 
    
Family Plan (Grades 1-8)    
1st Student $2,600.00/year $260.00/month $216.67/month 
2nd Student $2,250.00/year $225.00/month $187.50/month 
3rd Student $2,000.00/year $200.00/month $166.67/month 
4th Student Free   
 
Columbus Christian School and Preschool is Bible-based, Christ-centered, and student-focused. While parents are ultimately 
responsible for teaching their children, we want to assist families and churches in the process of educating young people to follow 
Christ and to mature spiritually, academically, socially, physically, and emotionally (Luke 2:52). We are nondenominational by 
choice, because we exist solely as a ministry for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
 
If you would l ike more information, please call us as 402-562-6470 or email us at info@columbuschristian.org.  You may also 
check us out on the web at www.columbuschristian.org or plan a personal visit with us at 3418 15th St., Columbus, NE. 
 
Accounts that are paid in full by July 31st are automatically given a 5% discount.  Examples of savings are as follows: 
 

   Total 
Kindergarten $1,850.00  - $ 92.50 (5% discount)   =   $1,757.50 
1st Student $2,600.00  - $130.00 (5% discount)  = $2,470.00 
2nd Student $2,250.00  - $112.50 (5% discount)  = $2,137.50 
3rd Student $2,000.00  - $100.00 (5% discount)  = $1,900.00 

 
 In order to help introduce new families (or previous families of K-8 students who attended CCS over four years ago) to the school, 
Columbus Christian is offering a $650.00 tuition discount for new students K-8 (limit one per family). The discount will be prorated 
if the family does not attend the full school year. In addition, a $75.00 registration discount is given for one student.    
 
Many times, we feel that our parents are the best source of advertising!  A $250.00 discount will be given to current CCS 
families for each new K-8 family they refer.  New families must be accepted to CCS to receive the referral discount. 
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Summer office hours – 
Monday through Thursday, 8:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 1st through March 31st  
Total Income $25,804 
Total Expenses $15,196 

              From      For 
Beth Knudson Lyle Lund 
Wilma Killham Lyle Lund 
Henrietta Scheffler Perle Scheffler 
Wilma Killham Mary Jo Elm 
Family of Mary Jo Elm Mary Jo Elm 
Larry & Anne Pilakowski Lyle Lund 
B. J. & Paula Barcel Marilyn Williams 
Pat Tobiason Sophie Kresl 

May Calendar of Events 
1st  Tuition Due 

1st  Tuition Assistance Applications  Due 
1st National Day of Prayer, 8:30 a.m. 
1st 7th & 8th Gr ade GPS Seminar, 12:15 – 3:15 p.m. 

2nd 3rd – 6 th Grade Permission Slips to G.I. D ue 
2nd 5th & 6th Gr ade Field Trip,  Law Day at Court House, 9:00 a.m. 

5th Pre-k & K Fi eld Trip to Pizza Hut 
6th Brad From Li brary to Visit About Summer Reading Program 
6th Staff  Meeti ng, 3:30 p.m. 
8th School Board Mtg., 6:30 p.m. 

9th 7th & 8th Gr ade Field Trip to Loup Power, 1-2:00 p.m. 
13th 3rd – 6 th Grade Field Trip to Grand Island 
14th Pre-k & K Fi eld Trip to Pet Care 
20th K & 8th Graduation – Ice Cream Soci al, 7:00 p.m. 

19th 7&8 th Field Trip to Zoo 

21 Report Car ds Go Home - End of 4th Quarter, 11:30 Dismissal 
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Columbus Christian School would like to thank the 
following people for gifts in honor of their loved ones. 

March 1, 2008 through March 31, 2008 
 

�  PTL for a successful Spring Banquet. 

�  Pray for our graduates as they continue their education. 

�  Pray for widsom and direction for the new Board of Directors. 

�  Pray for new students and enrollment for next year. 

�  Pray for upcoming year end activities and preparation for the 2008-09 
school year. 

�  Pray for resources and volunteers for our summer work projects. 
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 	 � Each year, many people 
donate to Columbus 
Christian School.  During 
the past school year, 
CCS was greatly blessed 
with donations from 
school families, 
grandparents, and 
friends. This accounted 
for over 30% of all the 
income Columbus 
Christian received.  The 
Lord used these gifts to 
meet our daily needs, 
with students being the 
prime benefactors. We 
would not continue to 
exist if we did not have 
this support.    
 
Support includes the 
following means:  
General Donations, 
Ministry Team Offerings, 
Pledges, Estate Gifts, 
Stock/Bond/Mutual Fund 
Gifts, Matching Corporate 
Gifts, Donor Restricted 
Gifts, Capital Funds Gifts, 
Non Cash Gifts, 
Endowment Fund Gifts, 
Memorial Gifts, Tuition 
Payment Gifts, Tuition 
Assistance Gifts, and 
Contingency Fund Gifts.  
This list is not considered 
complete as the ways to 
serve are only limited 
within our imagination 
and creativity. 
 
If you are interested in 
becoming a financial 
partner with Columbus 
Christian School, please 
contact us at 402-562-
6470. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Columbus Christian 
School and  

Columbus Christian 
Preschool 

 
Kathy Wolfe, 

Administrator 
P.O. Box 924 
3418 15th St. 

Columbus, NE  68602-0924 
 

PHONE: 
(402) 562-6470 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@columbuschristian.org 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

www.columbuschr istian.org 
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The primary objective and 

purpose of CCS is to 
provide an educational 
process for our children 
that puts the Bible at the 

center and causes 
students to learn to use 

the Bible to evaluate all of 
life through the eyes of 

God ...(John 14:6). 
 

While parents are 
ultimately responsible for 
teaching their children, w e 
are here to assist families 

and churches in the 
process of training all 
students to mature 
spiritually, socially, 

physically and emotionally 
(Luke 2:52). 
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