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Inside this issue: 

This past wee k, I took some 
family sick time to be with my 
daughter Rebecca and her fam-
ily.  As God so often does, He  

surpri sed Rebecca with a gall bladder attack 
last week that resulted in the speedy re-
moval of this sometimes, rather bothersome 
organ. The Lord’s timing seemed less than 
convenient with Rebecca just beginning a 
new job at Bryan LGH. This was another 
one of the many opportunities He has given 
Rebecca and her husband Ben to trust God 
in all aspects of His sovereign plan for their 
l ives. 
 
Each of us could fill  volumes recounting how 
God as worked in and through all the cir-
cumstances He has brought into our lives. 
Although it is difficult to be joyful during tri-
als, as James state s, we have the assur-
ance this testing of our faith will be the 
means in which God will sanctify us – 
makes u s holy, “perfect and complete, lack-
ing in nothing”. 
 
For many years, when God would bring diffi-
cult challenges into my life, I would try to 
figure out His reason for the trial in my never
-ending quest to answer the evitable “Why?” 
Realizing my futil ity in trying to discern the 
plans of our all-mighty God, Romans 8:28 
has taken on new meaning for me.  As the 
verse state s, “And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose.”  He is working for my good 
and I, in turn, can give Him glory for His 
work in my life.  I do think God has been 

driving me to a deeper level of trust – trust-
ing His heart and not having to know all the 
specifics of “why”.  
 
Columbus Christian has also had a life 
these past 15 years that could fill  volumes! 
God has demonstrated His faithfulness in so  
many ways and has pushed us to trust Him 
more during all times and situations. During 
the upcoming 2009-2010 school year, we 
plan to take some time and remember the 
past God has created for CCS. We are in 
the process of formulating an anniversary 
committee to help with celebrating this spe-
cial year. If you are interested in being a part 
of this committee or have celebration ideas, 
please give me a call or email me at 
info@columbuschristian.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, congratulations to our 8th grade class,  
DyAnn DyCo stanzo, Jon MacArthur, Ashley 
Mazankowski and Andrew Wombacher 
upon their graduation.  We pray for these  
young men and women as they transition to 
high school.  We also want to remember  
former students, Danielle Wieberdink, 
Tommy Dornish, Sarah Feagin, Curtis 
Boschult and Sharon Edic, who are graduat-
ing from high school. 

As Administrator by Kathy Wolfe 

“Three Year Old Play Group”  by Kathy Wolfe 

Columbus Christian School is excited to be adding a new three year 
old Playgroup to our Preschool program beginning in August 2009!  
Classe s will be held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15 
until 10:30 a.m.  Our program will provide young children and their 
parents the opportunity to meet new friends, discover God’s world 
and develop new skil ls in a nurturing Christian environment.  Invite 

your friends and neighbors to attend our Playgroup & Preschool Open House on Monday, 
May 4th from 3:30 – 6 p.m.  Registration information will be available.  If you have any ques-
tions, please give the school office a call at 562-6470. 

05/1 Brogan Behlen - Pre- k 

05/5 DyAnn DiCostanza - 8 

05/6 Molly Griess - Pr e-k 

5/11 Tayl or Wei nmeister - 6 

5/14 Jon MacArthur - 8 

5/14 Alexander Larson – K 

5/16 Mrs. Wolfe  

15 Years of 
Christian  

Education! 
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Columbus Christian is having a mini fundraiser for our library through May 15th.  In order to maintain 
our standing as a state approved library, we need to add 25 new titles per classroom (150 books to-
tal).  To make this process easier, the teachers have selected the new titles that they would like to 
have added to our l ibrary.  All we need is the financial resources to purchase them!   If you would like 
to help our l ibrary grow, we would appreciate any monetary donations during April and May.  Checks 
can be made payable to “CCS” and put “Library Fund” in the memo.  Thanks so much for keeping our 
students’ noses buried in excellent literature!!  If you have any questions, please contact the school 
office. 
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Beginning May 26th, summer office hours are Monday through Thursday,  

8:00 – 11:30 a.m.  We will be out of the office May 22nd through May 25th. 

Library Book Drive by Kathy Wolfe 

Columbus Christian piano students from the studio of Lori Stecker successfully completed 2009 Auditions 
for the National Guild of Piano Teachers.  The auditions were held in Columbus, Nebraska on March 27, 
2009.  Students playing a Local Program played two or three memorized selections, four to six memorized 
selections were required for a District Program, seven to nine memorized pieces were required to play a 
State Program, and ten memorized selections were required to play a National Program.    
 

Congratulations to the following students: Olivia Engel, EA, Local Program, Jared Engel, EB, Local Program, Cody Griess 
and Joel Poppe, EB, National Programs, Juan Lasso, EC, State Program, and Jocilynn Behlen and Ben Griess, EC, Na-
tional Programs.  
 
On April 4, 2009, students of Lori Stecker were presented in Recital at Highland Park Evangelical Free Church.  Solos 
were performed by Dana Poppe, flute, Taylor Weinmeister, clarinet, and Talitha Harrington, voice.  Landon Barcel per-
formed a solo and a duet with Mrs. Stecker.  Piano soloists were Olivia Engel, Jared Engel, Cody Griess, Joel Poppe, Jo-
cilynn Behlen, Ben Griess, and Juan Lasso. Congratulations to all for a job well done! 

Music in the New s  by Lori Stecker 

National Day of Prayer by Tammie Awtry 
Columbus Christian School will take part in the 58th Annual National Day of Prayer on Thurs-
day, May 7th, 2009 beginning 8:30 a.m.  Please join us as millions unite in prayer from coast to 
coast. The theme for this year is " Prayer... America's Hope"  and is based on the verse from 
Psalm 33:22 which states: "May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our 
hope in you. 

All Pro Dad’s by Dan Poppe 

WOW!  What a finish!  Hy-Vee again fi lled us up with hash browns, eggs, sausage, and bacon.  And Les 
Bennett took us beyond being All Pro Dad’s to being Hall of Fame Dad’s, with a challenge to leave a legacy 
of Biblical Hall of Fame proportions for our children to follow.  The dads and the kids all came away wanting 
to be our best in serving God each day.  And the end of the program brought a drawing for variety of items 
from candy bars to a singing pig.  To top it off, we had a surprise email drawing later in the day to give away 
Nebraska Baseball gear donated by Saul Soltero including Husker shirts, a Johnny Dorn autographed base-
ball, a baseball bat, and two tickets to next week’s Nebraska/Baylor game.  It was a great way to finish off 

our year.  I don’t know how we can top it, but be watching for our kickoff next September and always be an All Pro Dad! 
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Hello from the Kindergarten class!  
 
This month we have been studying about frogs. We read a book on how they change from tadpoles to 
frogs. We made a paper tadpole puppet and practiced telling each other how they change and what they 
are called. Below are some pictures and sentences about what we learned. 

Kindergarten New s  by Jan Wieberdink   
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Here is a sampling of what the 7th and 8th graders have been doing these 
SPRING afternoons: 
 

����  – is for soap carving.  Back by popular demand, this art project has made our classroom smell very clean.  This may 
become an annual tradition. 

����  – is for P.E.  Each student gave their all as we timed the mile run.  The lowest guy time was 7:00.  The lowest girl time 
was 8:28.  Wow! 

����  – is for research paper.  By the time you read this they will be polishing their final copies.  Some self-selected topics 
include the “Titanic”, photography, dolphins, the Milky Way, and Neil Armstrong. 

����  – is for intercede for others.  I would offer this parallel in the same style the credit card companies advertise: “ tuition – 
$x, corporate prayer – priceless.” 

����  – is for Nebraska history.  We have learned of products that originated in our state such as Kool-Aid™, 9-1-1 emer-
gency communication, Runza™, Valentinos™, and the strobe light. 

����  – is for germs.  Some Health class topics have included nutrition, eating disorders, the immune system and disease. 
We’re covering medical affixes.  For example, “itis” means inflammation and “hema/hemo” means blood. 

 
                                                     “ For Good”  

 
When parents send their kids off to school in the fall, they expect that a change will occur in their children over the course 
of the year; the teacher will meet the children and learning will commence.  Spiritual, physical, academic, and emotional 
transformations will happen at what sometimes seems like break-neck speed!  Each year as I ponder and plan for the 
year ahead, I marvel at the amount of work the Lord has in store for each child! 
 
Now though, as I near the end of the final five weeks, one of the greatest privileges I have as a teacher is looking back 
over the year and realizing the growth that has occurred in each child!  This year, however, as I look in my rear view mir-
ror, it’s very clear that the person who God has probably changed the most in our eclectic classroom is ME!!  Believe me 
when I tell you that last summer, while I was developing plans for the upcoming school year, I did NOT pencil in 
“transform the heart of the teacher!”  But that is EXACTLY what happened!  God used this particular group of young peo-
ple to do a work in me! 
 
So how did it happen?  How in the world could ten unique adolescents have such a profound impact on me, and on one 
another?  Quite simply, it’s because He designed this school year not only for my good, and their good, but also for His 
glory!  When we began this year a little over eight months ago, we had no idea how it would turn out, how we would help 
to change one other through our strengths and weaknesses, our similarities and differences, BUT GOD knew, and it was 
good! 
 
Let me give you a glimpse into the lives of those kids who God used to change my heart: 
  
 Beka:  The one with a heart as light as a feather!  Thanks for laughing! 
 Dana:  The one who really desires to honor Him in the little things. 
 Shianne:  The transparent one who believes in the power of prayer. 
 Jasey:  The determined one with a teachable heart. 
 Brandon: A kind and gentle man who knows when to be, and not to be, flexible. 
 Taylor: The loving heart who cares so deeply for his family and friends. 
 Andrew:  The one who is devoted and loyal; he’l l make a great youth pastor! 
 Jon: The deep thinker who challenges us all to think beyond the possible! 
 Ashley: The one who keeps us all filled with love, hugs, and encouragement! 

DyAnn: The gift He gave us in October, and the one who taught us how to really love one another! 
 

…and as Glinda sang to Elphaba in the Broadway Musical “Wicked” …” because I knew you, I have been changed for 
good!”  

7th & 8th Grade New s  by Kristin Tobiason 

7th & 8th Grade New s  by Cathy Weinmeister 
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 ���� is the daughter of Kathy and Thomas DiConstanzo and has three 
brothers; Anthony, Joseph and Dylan.  DyAnn started CCS in the 8th grade and already has many 
positive memories.  She wrote the following note.. ” I have amazing teachers who love and care for 
me.  They have helped me with my homework and brought up my grades.”  She enjoys watching 
Ashley and Mrs. Weinmeister fall all of the time, playing war ball and hanging out with her friends.  
She also enjoys gymnastics, hanging out with her brothers, soccer and water balloon fights.  
DyAnn will be attending Nebraska Christian School next year. 
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 � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � is the son of William and Beth MacArthur and has one brother, Dan.  Jon 
started CCS in Kindergarten and plans on continuing his education at Columbus High School.  His 
hobbies include violin, music, woodcraft, hunting and fishing.  One of Jon’s favorite memories in-
cludes having his teacher sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” to break him of not smiling. 
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 � � � � �is the daughter of Dave and Amy Mazankowski and her sister’s name 
is Amber.  Her hobbies include basketball, swimming at the lake, water balloon fights, softball and 
being with her friend, Shannon Feagin.  Ashley’s memories of CCS include the first day of 8th 
grade when she fell down the stairs (she has fallen many more times since then) and being Mrs. 
Weinmeister’s only Course 3 Math student.  “When I thought I was going to be the only girl in 8th 
grade, God brought DyAnn DiCostanzo to CCS.”  Ashley has been attending CCS since 1st grade 
and will attend Nebraska Christian School in the fall. 
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 � � � � � � � � is the son of Candy and Steve Wombacher. Andrew has a brother, 
Philip and a sister, Destiny.  In his spare time, Andrew enjoys music (especially piano and acoustic 
guitar).  Favorites memories include the many trips to Daylight Donuts with Mrs. Weinmeister.       
Andrew began attending CCS in 7th grade and plans to attend Columbus High School this fall. 
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Monday, May 4th, 2009 
3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

Bring your 3 – 5 year old students to Columbus Christian’s 
 Playgroup & Preschool Open House! 

 
Meet the Admin istrator and teacher.  Ask questions & tour t he school . 

 
You won’t  want to miss this opportunit y t o check out what Columbus Christian School   

has to offer you!  Come visit  us at 3418 15th Street, Columbus, NE  68601 
 

For more information, call 402-562-6470 or visit www.columbuschristian.org. 

 
Step into Christian Education - A Step in the Right Direction 

Columbus Christian School is a non-denominational Pre – 8th Grade Christian School serving 
Columbus and the surrounding area.  Columbus Christian has been providing the region with 
quality Christian education since 1994.  CCS is an Approved School by the State of Nebraska 
and is a member of the Association for Christian Schools International. 



Each year, many people 
donate to Columbus 
Christian School.  During 
the past school year, 
CCS was greatly blessed 
with donations from 
school families, grandpar-
ents, and friends. This 
accounted for over 30% 
of all the income Colum-
bus Christian received.  
The Lord used these gifts 
to meet our daily needs, 
with students being the 
prime benefactors. We 
would not continue to ex-
ist if we did not have this 
support. 
 
Support includes the fol-
lowing means:  General 
Donations, Ministry Team 
Offerings, Pledges, Es-
tate Gifts, Stock/Bond/
Mutual Fund Gifts, 
Matching Corporate Gifts, 
Donor Restricted Gifts, 
Capital Funds Gifts, Non 
Cash Gifts, Endowment 
Fund Gifts, Memorial 
Gifts, Tuition Payment 
Gifts, Tuition Assistance 
Gifts, and Contingency 
Fund Gifts.  This list is 
not considered complete 
as the ways to serve are 
only limited within our 
imagination and creativ-
ity. 
 
If you are interested in 
becoming a financial part-
ner with Columbus Chris-
tian School, please con-
tact us at 402-562-6470. 
 

Prayer Requests 
� � Praise the Lord for a successful Spring Banquet!  We thank Him for the 

many volunteers to gave of their time and talents to make the evening run 
smoothly. 

� � Pray for our community and nation as we participate in the National Day of 
Prayer. 

� � Pray that our students will finish the school year on a strong note. 
� � Pray for our graduates as they prepare for the transition to high school. 
� � Pray for safety of our facil ities over the summer months. 
� � Pray for financial provisions over the summer months. 
� � Pray that volunteers would come forward to make needed repairs before 

school starts. 
� � Pray for staff and students as they prepare for the upcoming school year. 
� � Pray for a restful summer vacation. 

Budget Status 
March 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009 
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Memorial Gifts 

Columbus Christian School would like to thank the following people for gifts in 
honor of their loved ones. 

 
March 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009 
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Income $17,241 

Expenses $16,982 

Marge Mohrman Melvin Stone 
Wilma Killham Melvin Stone 
Phil & Tammie Awtry Helena Goodrich 

From: For: 

May 2009 
  1st Tuition Due 
  1st Tuition Assi stance Applications Due 

  1st Freaky Friday 
  4th - 9th Teacher Appreciation Week 

  4th D.E.A.R. Day 
  5th  Staff Mtg., 3:25 p.m. 

  6th D.E.A.R. Day 
  7th National Day of Prayer, 8:30 a.m. 
  7th CCS Board Mtg., 7:00 p.m. 
  8th P.J.Day 
13th Fruit Basket Upset Day 

15th All Outstanding Fees Must Be Paid 
19th 8th Grade Graduation, 7:00 p.m. 
21st End of 4th Qtr. 

21st 11:30 Dismissal, Last Day of School 

Upcoming Events 
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The primary objective and 
purpose of CCS is to provide 
an educational process for 

our children that puts the Bi-
ble at the center and causes 
students to learn to use the 
Bible to evaluate all of life 
through the eyes of God ...

(John 14:6). 
 

While parents are ultimately 
responsible for teaching their 
children, w e are here to as-
sist families and churches in 

the process of training all 
students to mature spiritu-
ally, socially, physically and 

emotionally (Luke 2:52). 
 

Address Service Requested 

Columbus Christian School 
and  

Columbus Christian  
Preschool 

 
Kathy Wolfe, Administrator 

P.O. Box 924 
3418 15th St. 

Columbus, NE  68602-0924 
 

PHONE: 
(402) 562-6470 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@columbuschristian.org  

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

www.columbuschr istian.org 

 
NON-PROFI T ORG 
U S POSTAGE PAI D 

Columbus, NE  
Permi t No. 924 
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