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Friday, April 23, 2010 
was a culminating event in 
the year-long celebration of 
ρυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ 
provision for Columbus 
Christian School.  It was a 
time of  remembering and 
looking forward as the 
friends and families of Co-
lumbus Christian School 
gathered to celebrate and 
praise God for His faithful 
provision. 

The evening was filled 
with the sounds of good 
friends gathering, children 
singing, and dramatic pres-
entations.  A series of pic-
tures ran prior to the meal 
showing the progress and 
growth of Columbus Chris-

tian School.   
Members of the school 

board recognized and 
thanked the faithful servants 
who listened to God and fol-
lowed Him completely into 
new and uncharted territory 
as they envisioned a Chris-
tian school serving families 
of the Columbus area.  

A freewill offering was 
taken and $11,000 was 
raised.  This includes money 
donated for table sponsor-
ships to defray the banquet 
costs.  The remainder of the 
money is designated for the 
tuition assistance and gen-
eral operating fund.  

Sandy Scheffler was also 
recognized during the eve-
ning.  Sandy has been a 
teacher at Columbus Chris-
tian School for the entire 15 
years.  Originally she  served 
as administrator/teacher.  

During the 2009-2010 
school year, the staff and 
students have done a num-
ber of things to remember 
and celebrate the first 15 
years.  One activity involved 

current students writing let-
ters to  individual pastors at 
their church to share with 
him their appreciation for 
having this opportunity. 
Here are some of their obser-
vations and thoughts about 
Columbus Christian School:  
Ȱ)  ÌÏÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

'ÏÄȢȱ   
Ȱ) ÁÍ ÓÏ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

thankful that I can attend a 
Christian school.  I am so 
thankful that, here, we can 
pray and talk about God 
ÏÐÅÎÌÙȢȱ   
Ȱ7Å ÌÉËÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 

about our school, but our 
number one is chapel.  We 
also like the fact that we 
have a Christian teacher.  We 
learn from the Bible every 
day.  For example, we 
learned how to conquer our 
fear.  Our verse was II Timo-
ÔÈÙ ρȡχȢȱ   
Ȱ/ÕÒ ÔÅØÔÂÏÏËÓ ÈÁÖÅ "ÉȤ

ÂÌÅ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ  Ȱ-Ù 
favorite thing about our 
school is chapel, especially 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȢȱ   
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Columbus  
Christian School  

The Party 

Columbus Christian School is 
celebrating 15 years of jour-
ÎÅÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ  
This is the final article in a 
series that have appeared in 
The Mane Events over the 
year. 
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    I was reading 
ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ)Ô 
7ÏÎȭÔ "Å &ÏÒȤ
ÇÏÔÔÅÎȱ ÂÙ 
Danny Gertli 
from the Chris-

tian School Education 
magazine (Vol. 13, No.4) 
today and wanted to share 
some of his poignant 
thoughts with you regarding 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȣȢȢ 
Ȱ)Ô ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅ ÍÕÃÈȡ 

a tiny seed.  Small enough to 
fit in the palm of your hand.  
Yet time and faithful care can 
produce something extraor-
ÄÉÎÁÒÙȢȱ  That is the way our 
students appear to us as 
Christian school teachers 
and administrators ɀ little 
seeds, ready to be nurtured.  
Over the course of a school 
year(s), Christian teachers 
ȰÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÌÙ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÄÓ 

and souls of their students 
×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȢȱ  They take 
advantage of successes and 
failures, viewing them as 
opportunities to build char-
ÁÃÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  
Other teachers are transpar-
ent, sharing how God is good 
in the midst of personal 
pain.  And there are those 
teachers who care beyond 
ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍȤ
ics to their personal lives 
and into the time after they 
leave the hallowed halls of 
school.  
Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÎÏÔ ÌÏÓÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÉÎ 

doing good, for in due time 
we will reap if we do not 
grow weary. So then, while 
we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are 
of the household of the 
ÆÁÉÔÈȢȱ  ɉ'ÁÌÁÔÉÁÎÓ φȡω-10)  
Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÖÅÒÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÉÖÅÓ 
many Christian school educa-
tors and administrators hope 
as they reflect on the seeds 

ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇȢ  /ÆȤ
ten times, some of those seeds 
do not show any hint of 
growth, and a harvest seems 
more like a dream than a 
ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȢȱ 

 Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ 
a different breed.  Not only 
are they committed to one of 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ 
professions, but they also 
carry the spiritual burdens of 
their students, never knowing 
which interaction will have a 
lasting impression.  Years go 
by as they faithfully water 
and cultivate these little 
ÓÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
words to be true ɀ ȬÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
proper time we will reap a 
ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐȢȭȱ  
As Mr. Oertli states what 
many parents know to be 
true, Ȱ4ÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ Á #ÈÒÉÓȤ
tian school education rever-
berates throughout a life-
ÔÉÍÅȢȱ 

As we close out another 
school year, take the oppor-

ÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
teacher for her 
Ȱextraordinary contributions 
to the spiritual formation of 
ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȱȢ  May the Lord 
use the fleeting moments 
and tiny interactions to 
bring forth a harvest of gen-
erations who follow Christ! 

Also, I want to extend 
congratulations to our 8th 
grade class; Brandon Brock, 
Shianne Chiappetta, Jasey 
Christensen, Taylor Engel, 
Rebekah Hansen, Dana 
Poppe, and Deanna Purk-
erson upon their graduation.  
In addition, please remem-
ber former CCS graduates, 
Rachel Bennett, Taylor 
Brummer, Emily Brandt and 
Anne Christensen, who are 
graduating from high school.  
We pray for these young 
men and women as they 
transition to high school and 
college next year. 

      Greetings to 
all CCS friends 
and supporters!  
My name is Dan 
Poppe, and I 

was just honored to be cho-
sen as your new President of 
the CCS School Board for the 
coming year.  For those of 
ÙÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÍÅȟ ÍÙ 
family and I have lived in 
Columbus for 18 years, and I 
am presently employed at 
First National Bank.  Our 
family has attended High-
land Park Evangelical Free 
Church for the past 13 years, 
and I have been involved in 
a variety of areas from Trus-
tee Board to AWANA.  I be-
gan serving on the CCS 
Board in December of 2007 
to fulfill the term of an out-
going board member, and 

have served as Secretary 
since April of 2008.   

My wife, Diane, is a stay-
at-home mom who runs an 
in-home day care.  Our 
daughter, Dana, is just fin-
ishing up her 8th grade year 
at CCS and will be moving on 
to Nebraska Christian next 
fall while our son, Joel, is at 
CCS finishing 4th grade.  We 
also have tw older children ɀ 
Amy who is a nurse and liv-
ing in Lincoln, and Kyle who 
is graduating this Spring 
from Lakeview and will be 
heading to Midland College 
to play soccer (and hope-
fully get an education) next 
ÆÁÌÌȢ  3Ï ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ Á ÄÕÌÌ 
moment in the house! 

I will admit right now 
that as your new president 
my emotions are running 

the full gamut between ex-
treme fear and total excite-
ment.  But I realize that the 
fear is a lie of Satan that is 
trying to get me off-track 
and tell me this is more than 
I can handle.  The excite-
ment is Godly joy as I look 
back on what God has done 
through His school and look 
forward to what He has yet 
to finish.  I firmly believe 
that God has begun a good 
work both in me and in CCS 
as stated in Philippians 1:6, 
and that He will bring it to 
completion.  And there is 
great joy in knowing that my 
part is to trust Him and 
obey.  My goal through the 
next year is to recognize my 
position as a Servant/
Leader ɀ to serve God and 
CCS and to lead in obedience 
ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÓȢ 

I will be leaning heavily 
on His Word during this 

time, and right now Mat-
thew 6:31-34 comes to 
ÍÉÎÄȢ  Ȱ3Ï ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÒÙȟ 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å ÅÁÔȱ 
ÏÒ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å ÄÒÉÎËȩȱ ÏÒ 
7ÈÁÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ×Å ×ÅÁÒȩȱ ȣȢ"ÕÔ 
seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
added to you.  Therefore do 
not be anxious about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will be 
ÁÎØÉÏÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢȱ  4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
my primary goal for the 
coming year ɀ to put my full 
faith and trust in God 
through our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ, and to al-
low Him to work through 
me.  Along with the rest of 
the Board and all of you, my 
aim is to never get ahead of 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÒ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÉÔȟ ÂÕÔ 
to live each day in joy right 
where He wants me to be. 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ȣȣȢȢby Dan Poppe 

As Administrator  
                           by Kathy Wolfe 

See BOARD, page 3 
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Ȱ) ÌÉËÅ ÍÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÂÅȤ
cause she is kind and loving  
ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÅȢȱ 

Previous students and 
families also shared some 
thoughts about their experi-
ences with CCS: 

  Ȱ4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÎÅ 
years I attended CCS, I en-
joyed it greatly.  I am very 
grateful to have been 

brought up in such strong 
Christian values.  God helps 
me through every day and 
my Biblical knowledge has 
aided me greatly throughout 
high school and, without a 
doubt, will aid me through 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 

  Ȱ#ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
School has been one of the 
greatest blessings for our 
families.  Remarkable teach-
ers, education and kids.  The 
presence of the Lord is evi-
ÄÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢȱ   

Ȱ-Ù ÍÏÓÔ ÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÍÅÍȤ
ory of CCS is when I sat 
down for teacher conference 
in kindergarten with Becky 
Ritter, and we prayed to-
gether before we began!  
After all those years in pub-
lic school, I was so touched 
and blessed to have godly 
ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÍÙ ÓÏÎȦȱ 
Ȱ/ÕÒ $ÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ  ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ 

wonderful privilege of attend-
ing CCS from kindergarten 
through the eighth grade.  She 
received great one on one 
teaching, became very 
grounded in her walk with 

Christ and we attribute that 
directly to the teachers and 
administrators who poured 
their hearts into each of their 
students. 

She remains very faithful in 
following Christ as she finishes 
up her senior year at a public 
high school. We look back 
fondly to the love that was 
shown to her and the great 
witness of those that are part of 
the school that helped mold her 
into the women of God she is 
now.   

A BIG HEARTFELT THANK 
YOU FROM OUR FAMILY TO 
4(% ##3 &!-),9 Ȣȱ 

Party  
continued from page 1  

For my first official duty 
as President, I want to rec-
ognize Mike Dornish for his 
service these past three 
years as Board President.   
Mike has led us through a 
range of mountains and val-
leys, but what has stood out 
to me the entire time is his 
desire to stay focused on 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
and his complete trust that 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÏÎÅ 
every step of the way.  Be-
sides all of the excellent 
leadership qualities that he 
has shown, that is an area 
that I will most remember 
and try to emulate. 

Jeff Fremarek has 
stepped forward to be our 
new Vice President.  Jeff will 
be taking over for Darrel 
Wieberdink, who will re-
main on the board and is 
stepping up to lead our new 
CCS Foundation.  Darrel is a 
past board president and 
remains a valuable resource 
moving forward. I will be 
relying heavily on Jeff to be 
my Aaron & Hur - to keep 
my arms lifted high when 
they get tired. 

Andy Tiemeyer will re-
main as our Treasurer.  

Andy has been working 
closely with Bob Becker 
over the past year to make a 
smooth transition, and 
brings with him valuable 
accounting skills that have 
already provided some ex-
cellent direction for our 
board.   I certainly want to 
recognize Bob for the years 
of service he provided to the 
school ɀ we will miss his 
wisdom and his humor at 
our meetings. 

Bill Fetterley has agreed 
to fill my position as Secre-
tary.  Bill is our newest 
board member, and has al-
ready shown his heart to 
serve and his ability to pro-
vide insight to the board. 

Again, I am honored to 
serve all of you as Board 
President, and look forward 
to the coming year.  I am 
very open to hearing from 
any of you with any ques-
tions or concerns, so feel 
free to contact me through 
any of the following: 

Work Phone:  562.5805 
Work Email:       
    dpoppe@fnni.com 
Home Phone:  564.8161 
Home Email:   
    akdjpup@neb.rr.com 
 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER 

Board  
continued from page 2 THANK YOU  

 

To Spring Banquet Committee :  
Robyn Evans, Janel Brock, Jill Fremarek,  

 and volunteers  
 and to our table sponsors:  

  
   ARL Credit Services  Hy Vee 
   Columbus Screen Printing MARC 
   Connecting Point  Traditions Inn 
   Ernst Auto Center  Ultra Graphics 
   Finely Home Décor & Gifts Word of Life Church   
   First National Bank                    Friends of Columbus  

                                             Christian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbus Christian School students  
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At the conclusion of the  
15th Anniversary Spring Banquet  

Of  
CCS!!!  
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