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November Birthdays  

6th Joshua Winig  (1) 
17th Cody Griess (1) 
22nd Luke Dornish (8) 
24th Adam Wieberdink (8) 
29th Joshua Kittrell  (Pre-k) 
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The following is the 1863 Lincoln Presidential Proclamation; celebrated shortly after Lincoln committed 
his life to Christ and celebrated while America was still in the midst of its Civil War. It was this 
proclamation which eventually led to the establishment of our national Thanksgiving holiday. 

(Information taken from www.christiananswers.net) 
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Continued on page 3 

“Count your blessings, name them one by 
one, and it will surprise you what the Lord 
has done!”  The words of this hymn are 
resonating in my mind today as I think 
about all that God has done and is 
continuing to do at CCS.  I have had the 
privilege of observing our teaching staff in 
action, doing what God has gifted them to 
do – TEACH!!  These women are 
wonderful blessings to CCS, loving their 
students unconditionally and faithfully 
teaching not only the academics but truths 
from God’s Word. 
 
Our preschool has been a blessing, too!!  
Ten preschoolers are enjoying their 
mornings with Mrs. Chin, with fun and 
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creative ways to teach a large variety of 
skills and Bible truths, as well.  Check out 
the “Preschool News” in this month’s 
newsletter for more details or stop by for a 
visit sometime!!  It is a fun place to be!! 
 
Other blessings include our expanded 
education space with the modular, 
volunteers that faithfully serve Christ in 
and outside of the classroom, daily 
protection for our students and the 
building, financial provision for the 
ongoing expenses of the school, and a 
school board made up of godly men that 
diligently serve CCS.  But one of the 
biggest blessings is the opportunity God 
gives us on a daily basis to glorify Him in 

“ I have had the privilege of 
observing our teaching staff in 

action… These women are 
wonderful blessings to CCS, 

loving their students 
unconditionally and faithfully 

teaching not only the 
academics but truths from 

God’s Word.”  
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Tate Tobiason, Courtney 
Donica, David Jones, Denon 

Feagin, Nicole Wieberdink and 
Taylor Weinmeister 

school, looking for opportunities to share and 
live out the good news of Jesus Christ before 
one another, encouraging “one another to love 
and good deeds.”  Hebrews 10:24. 
 
With the Thanksgiving holiday fast 
approaching, I pray that you will take time 
and count the blessings that the Lord has 

Continued from page 2 

showered upon you.  Even those 
disappointments that you are currently 
experiencing could be blessings in 
disguise if we choose to let God work in 
our hearts through them.  May you 
praise God for ALL His blessings to you!  
Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 

In October, our staff and students began 
brainstorming ideas for reaching out to 
others, in our school and in our community.  
Each classroom is in the process of 
selecting activities that demonstrate the love 
of Christ that their individual classroom can 
do.  Some of those include work projects 
and nursing home visitations.  Also, several 
projects have been selected for the entire 
school to participate.  For example, during 
the month of November, we will be lending a 
“Helping Hand” to the Columbus Rescue 
Mission by collecting various paper and 
laundry products.   Other outreach plans are 
in the works for the rest of the school. 
 
Last week, we began another “Helping 
Hand” endeavor with the Educational 
Service Unit 7, by providing an on-the-job 
work experience for one of their older 

students in the Special Education 
program.  Amy Mazankowski contacted 
CCS about this program which allows 
students the opportunity to explore future 
occupational interests.  On Wednesdays, 
a young man, accompanied by his para-
educator, comes to CCS and provides a 
mid-week cleaning of the high traffic areas 
of our school.  We are thankful for the 
chance to help with this program and pray 
that Christ’s love will be evident to our new 
friends! 
 
If you have ideas for other outreach 
projects, we would love to hear from you!!  
Please contact one of the teachers or call 
the school office and share your idea/need 
with us.  It is our desire to be used by the 
Lord to reach others with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ through loving service. 
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What do energetic 5th graders, Smokey the 
Bear, fire trucks and fun equal?  Jr. Fire 
Patrol!  On October 11th, participants of our 
5th grade class joined other 5th graders from 
other Columbus Schools for a Jr. Fire Patrol 
Parade in downtown Columbus.  The parade 
route was full of emergency and rescue 
vehicles (complete with sirens), and Jr. Fire 
Patrol floats which were led by the 
Columbus Fire Department presenting our 
nation’s flag. 
 

Throughout the school year, members 
of the Jr. Fire Patrol will meet monthly 
with firefighters from the Columbus Fire 
Department.  They are instructed on 
basic fire prevention and emergency 
procedures such as fire escape plans. 
 
Thank you, Tate Tobiason, Courtney 
Donica, David Jones, Denon Feagin, 
Nicole Wieberdink and Taylor 
Weinmeister for representing CCS in 
the Jr. Fire Patrol. 
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A wonderful group of saints from various churches visited our school on September 7th.  
The “Classic’s” enjoyed fellowship during breakfast and were provided with 
entertainment from some of our students.  Tours of our facility, including the new 
Preschool and 5th & 6th Grade classrooms, were conducted. 
 
Thank you to the “Classic’s” for visiting us at CCS and also to Kevin Bennett from 
Highland Park Evangelical Free Church for organizing the event! 
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The “ Classic’s enjoyed fellowship 
and entertainment 

CCS Students are 
lending a helping 

hand with projects 
such as collecting 

items for the Rescue 
Mission (see page 5) 
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“One little, two little, three little preschoolers, 
four little, five little, six little preschoolers, 
seven little, eight little, nine little preschoolers, 
ten little CCS preschoolers.” 
 
Six boys and four girls are busy at preschool. 
We are having fun while learning about 
pleasing God and enjoying each other’s 
company Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings.  
 
Our goal in preschool is to be pleasing to God, 
to think of each other and to learn and grow. 
We start our day at the red table doing a fine 
motor activity. Over the last several weeks we 
have cut, traced shapes, made feeling 
puppets, made letters with play dough, strung 
beads and cut paper strips. This is a fun way 
for us to start our day together. We work with 
our hands, and visit with each other. I love 
these 15 minutes to talk with the children, ask 
them questions and listen to all the wonderful 
stories they have to tell me and their friends.  
 
Just this week, two of the boys discovered 
they had the same shoes! It was a precious 
moment as the entire class gathered around 
them to share their excitement. They talked 
about their shoes, showed us how they lit up 
and were just so happy to have something the 
same.  
 
Each day we have play center time. After we 
have our opening time of doing the calendar, 
weather, flag pledge and prayer, the children 
choose a play center area.  
 
The playdough table is always a busy place! 
This month there are autumn shapes to make 
and there are always rolling pins and other fun 
shapes to use with play dough. Lately they 
have discovered how to roll a flat piece of play 
dough and then roll it up. They love showing 
me their creations!  
 
You might find some boys and girls making a 
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� tall tower in the block area. They have made 
towers as tall as they are and they have 
made great looking houses and buildings. If 
you clean in our room, you may see that 
some of these buildings are left up for you to 
enjoy. It’s sometimes hard to knock down a 
great looking block building!  
 
The writing area is also popular. There are 
alphabet stamps, tracing shapes, pictures to 
color, names to practice writing, and cutting 
and pasting activities.  
 
Come to the housekeeping center and 
watch as someone makes you a delicious 
meal and check out those neat dress-up 
clothes and shoes! We’d love more of those 
as they are so much fun for the girls to use. 
This week the children will be washing 
dishes so I have provided plenty of towels!!!  
 
The newest thing for play center time is the 
sand table. Two boys helped me get the 
sand into the tub. Not only is it fun to play 
with the sand, but it’s also been a wonderful 
opportunity for the children to learn to share 
and develop patience as only two children 
can play at a time.  
 
When play center time is over, we clean up. 
The children all pitch in to help get our room 
back in order. No one complains and 
everyone is willing to help in all areas, even 
those they did not play in. Two children have 
even learned how to vacuum and they loved 
it.  
 
“God made me” is one of our favorite Bible 
verses at preschool. We sing the song “God 
Made Me” and use the name of each child. 
We never tire of singing this song and it 
ends our morning together on a beautiful 
note of knowing that we are special to God 
and that the person next to us is also. Find a 
preschooler and have him/her teach you this 
song so your day can be filled with joy.  
 

“ … ten little CCS 
preschoolers.”  
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Have you seen our new website?  In October, CCS launched an updated site and are thrilled with 
the new look.  We appreciate Tammy Feagin and “Tree Frog Development” for the hours of 
research and development.  Check us out at www.columbuschristian.org and let us know what 
you think of our site! 
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Sandy Scheffler and Karin Schreurs, 1st & 
2nd and 5th & 6th grade teachers at CCS, 
attended the 12th Annual Plum Creek 
Adult Literature Conference held at 
Concordia University in Seward, NE on 
Saturday, October 6, 2007.  The all day 
event featured choices of fourteen 
sectional speakers, including well known 

writers and illustrators for children and 
young adult books.  The conference 
was highlighted by a special luncheon 
served to all the attendants with guest 
speaker and brilliant author Richard 
Peck presenting.  Mr. Peck is a 
Newbery Honor writer, who has written 
over 30 novels. 

Between October 29th and November 9th, 
Columbus Christian School is excited that 
we will be sharing the Love of Jesus Christ 
with the hurting and homeless through a 
service project with the Columbus Rescue 
Mission.   
 
During this time, we will sponsor a “Paper 
Drive” to collect various items needed on a 
daily basis at the Columbus Rescue 
Mission.  Items needed are; paper towels, 
toilet paper, tissues, laundry soap, bleach 
and liquid hand soap. 
 
Although we will collect items through 
November 9th, the Rescue Mission will be 
providing a chapel speaker on November 

7th, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  At that time, 
we would like to present as many 
donated items as possible.  Guests are 
welcome to join us beginning at 8:30 
a.m. for a time of worship, praise and 
speaking. 
 
It you would like to donate any of the 
mentioned products, please bring them 
to the school at 3418 15th St.; or you 
may take them directly to the Mission 
located at 1471 25th Ave. in Columbus.   
 
Thank you for your participation in this 
service project.  Givers as well as 
receivers are always blessed when we 
share provisions with those in need. 
 

Donations may be brought to 

the school or taken directly to 

the Mission located at 1471 25th 

Ave. in Columbus 
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Some of our students had the opportunity to 
visit the Plum Creek Children’s Literacy 
Festival on October 4th at Concordia College.  
We were blessed with fantastic speakers, 
beautiful weather and Christian fellowship 
during the hour ride to and from Seward. 
 
The 1st & 2nd graders enjoyed watching Betsy 
Lewin, who is an author and illustrator, draw 
animal pictures for the students.  They also 
listened to one of their favorite authors, Laura 
Numeroff.  She has written books such as “If 
You Give a Mouse a Cookie.” 
 
The 5th & 6th and 7th & 8th graders also 
participated in various lectures. Ted Lewin, an 
author and illustrator, was a professional 
wrestler while putting himself through art 
school.  He also shared many experiences of 
his world travels which helped him with visual 
ideas for illustrations for books. Mr Lewin 
explained how he has a photography studio in 
his home and uses neighborhood children and 
friends as models for his characters.  His goal 

is to make his illustrations as lifelike as 
possible. 
 
Andrew Clements, the author of such 
books as “Frindle,” spoke to the students 
about the importance of reading and 
writing.  He had worked with a publishing 
company on many story books for younger 
children before he began writing chapter 
books.   
 
The 5th & 6th grade also attended a lecture 
with Peg Kehret.  While explaining her 
biography, she told the students about 
how she contracted polio as a child and 
the fears and feelings she faced.  She also 
shared some humorous experiences 
which prompted ideas for her books. 
 
Thank you to the parents who drove and 
chaperoned the students to the Festival.  
We appreciate your willingness to share 
your time in providing transportation to 
activities such as the Literacy Festival! 
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Sandy Scheffler                         

and Karin Schreurs 

7th & 8th graders enjoying a 

seminar at the Plum Creek 

Children’s Literacy Festival 
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The Kindergarten class learned 

how to make applesauce.  It 

smelled so good! 

Hello from the Kindergarten Class!  
 
We are off to a great start this year! When 
I asked the class what some of the favorite 
things were that they have done this year.  
They all agreed that learning to write in 
cursive was one of the best! They said 
they “have a really good time in 
handwriting.”  They have learned to write 
about half of the alphabet already. Along 
with writing the alphabet, they have also 
learned the sounds of those letters and 
how to put them together to form words.  
 
Another fun thing we’ve done this year is 
learning how to make applesauce. We 
washed the apples, peeled and cut them, 
and put them in our crock pot with sugar, 
cinnamon and water to cook. We had a 
hard time working that day because they 
smelled so good! While the apples were 
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cooking, we made apple print patterns. 
We had fun deciding what would come 
next if we could keep our pattern going. 
The next day we were able to taste our 
applesauce. Mmmm… it was good. 
 
We are so thankful to the Preschool class 
for sharing their pet hamster, Crocodile, 
with us. When he comes to our room we 
are able to feed and give him water. We 
mostly like to watch him run on his wheel. 
We think we should teach him not to sit on 
his plate when he eats. We don’t think our 
Mom’s would like it if we did that! 
 
We have also been learning how God 
called Samuel to be his helper. We 
learned how we can be helpers at home 
and school. If you would stop in our room, 
you would see how well we have learned 
to be helpers in school! 
 

Some of our students at CCS attended 
performances by the Wichita Children’s 
Theatre which were sponsored through 
the Columbus Area Arts Council.  On 
October 3rd, the Preschool and 
Kindergarten classes attended “The Little 
Red Hen,” a musical adaptation by Kevin 
M. Reese. 
 
On October 4th, the 3rd & 4th and 5th & 6th 
grade classes attended “Yankee Doodle.”  

This musical review, written by Aurand 
Harris and music by Mort Stine, guided 
our students on a historical journey of the 
United States of America.  Highlights 
included the cast members and audience 
singing the “Star Spangled Banner” along 
with a question and answer time. 
 
Thank you to the Columbus Area Arts 
Council for bringing these fine 
productions to the Columbus Community! 
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Wichita Children’s Theatre 
presented “ The Little Red 

Hen”  and “ Yankee Doodle”  

Friday, October 12th saw another 
awesome turnout at All Pro Dad’s.  In 
addition to the 25 dads and kids, we were 
joined by a reporter from the Columbus 
Telegram.  One of my goals has been to 
see the expansion of this program to 
other schools, and we’re hoping the 
power of the press will help us 
accomplish this.  So watch your 
newspaper for our article.  We also 
enjoyed a rousing game of Colts’ Trivia 
with candy bars as rewards and heard 
some “Pearls of Wisdom” that Chuck 
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Thomerson relayed to us.  Along with Hy-
Vee breakfast pizza, it was another 
terrific morning. 
 
Mark your calendars for November 9th 
and our next All Pro Dad’s breakfast.  
You may make reservations by 
contacting me (564-1481 work, 562-3934 
home or e-mail dpoppe@fnni.com).  Our 
scheduled speaker will be Tim White with 
more insights on how to be an All Pro 
Dad and an All Pro Kid! 
 

Be an “ All Pro Dad.”  
Join us on Nov. 9th 
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Sept. 1st through Sept. 30th, 2007 
Total Income $12,159 
Total Expenses $17,604 

              From          For 
Dick & Sharon Nelson Paul Gwinner 
Beth Knudson Irene Sheridan 
Kathy Christensen Irving Rood 
Beth Knudson Mr. Eggli 
Beth Knudson Alvin Detlefsen 
Beth Knudson Roy McGee 
Kathy Christensen John Twinem 
Phil & Tammie Awtry Marion Larkin 
Gina Gwinner Paul Gwinner 
C Fred & Dorothy Ivers Paul Gwinner 
Erma Mohrman Paul Gwinner 
Beth Knudson Marion Larkin 
Beth Knudson Lillian Meedel 
Kathy Christensen Lillian Meedel 
Phil & Tammie Awtry Donna Hall 
Phil & Tammie Awtry Steve Fremarek 
Phil & Tammie Awtry Lillian Meedel 
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Columbus Christian School would like to thank the following people 
for gifts in honor of their loved ones. 

September 1 through September 30, 2007 
 

�  PTL for new students and families! 

�  Pray for the upcoming Thanksgiving meal. 

�  Pray for financial provisions. 

�  Pray for safety as our teachers are traveling to 
the ACSI Teacher’s Convention. 

�  PTL for a successful Barn Candle Sale 
Fundraiser. 

�  Our outreach efforts to the people in the 
Columbus Community 

�  Ongoing safety; protection for our Adopt-a-
Soldiers 

�  Preparations for the Christmas Program 
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Each year, many people 
donate to Columbus 
Christian School.  During 
the past school year, 
CCS was greatly blessed 
with donations from 
school families, 
grandparents, and 
friends. This accounted 
for over 30% of all the 
income Columbus 
Christian received.  The 
Lord used these gifts to 
meet our daily needs, 
with students being the 
prime benefactors. We 
would not continue to 
exist if we did not have 
this support.    
 
Support includes the 
following means:  
General Donations, 
Ministry Team Offerings, 
Pledges, Estate Gifts, 
Stock/Bond/Mutual Fund 
Gifts, Matching Corporate 
Gifts, Donor Restricted 
Gifts, Capital Funds Gifts, 
Non Cash Gifts, 
Endowment Fund Gifts, 
Memorial Gifts, Tuition 
Payment Gifts, Tuition 
Assistance Gifts, and 
Contingency Fund Gifts.  
This list is not considered 
complete as the ways to 
serve are only limited 
within our imagination 
and creativity. 
 
If you are interested in 
becoming a financial 
partner with Columbus 
Christian School, please 
contact us at 402-562-
6470. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November Calendar of Events  
1st Tuition Due 
1st & 2nd  No School – ACSI Teacher’s Convention 
7th Columbus Rescue Mission, Chapel, 8:30 a.m. 
7th All Pro Dad’s Reservations Due 
8th School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
9th All Pro Dad’s, 6:30 a.m. 
9th Columbus Rescue Mission Service Project Ends 
21st Thanksgiving Meal, 11:15 a.m. 
21st Early Dismissal, 11:30 a.m. 
22nd & 23rd No School, Happy Thanksgiving 
26th School Resumes 

December Calendar of Events  

1st Tuition Due 
6th School Board Mtg., 6:30 p.m. 
13th Christmas Program Practice, 8:00 a.m., Highland Park 

Evangelical Free Chruch 
13th Early Dismissal, 11:30 a.m. 
13th Christmas Program, 7:00 p.m., Highland Park Evangelical 

Free Church 
21st Class Parties 
21st End of 2nd Qtr. 
24th – Jan 4th No School, Christmas Break 

Columbus Christian 
School and  

Columbus Christian 
Preschool 

 
Kathy Wolfe, 
Administrator 
P.O. Box 924 
3418 15th St. 

Columbus, NE  68602-0924 
 

PHONE: 
(402) 562-6470 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@columbuschristian.org 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

www.columbuschristian.org 
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The primary objective and 

purpose of CCS is to 
provide an educational 
process for our children 
that puts the Bible at the 

center and causes 
students to learn to use 

the Bible to evaluate all of 
life through the eyes of 

God ...(John 14:6). 
 

While parents are 
ultimately responsible for 

teaching their children, we 
are here to assist families 

and churches in the 
process of training all 

students to mature 
spiritually, socially, 

physically and emotionally 
(Luke 2:52). 

 


