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)ÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
15 years have already 
passed since Columbus 
Christian School had its 
beginning.   

Actually though, I know 
that people were praying 
for the Columbus area long 
before CCS opened. Geri 
and I sensed the need for a 
local Christian School in 
which academics and Bib-
lical principles could be 
taught together.  By begin-
ning at an early age, these 
Biblical principles would 
carry children into middle 
school and high school 
years. 

In this article I will ex-
plain some of the early his-
tory and stones of remem-
brances for CCS. I would 
also like to say Geri and I 
have been excited to be a 
part of volunteering at 
CCS, but most of all I want 
to thank God and give Him 
the glory for bringing CCS 
to bear fruit and become 
an excellent elementary 

school for the Columbus 
community. 

One of our first memo-
rable meetings was Janu-
ary 28, 1884.  We held an 
informational meeting we 
held at the Loup Mural 
room, and had 14 families 
show up to express an in-
terest in helping start this 
journey.  We met for two 
hours and discussed the 
need for the school, what 
age groups we might 
teach, and also the need 
for prayer and a time for 
Bible study.  At the time it 
seemed like a fairly simple 
task, just get the school 
going by fall.  Little did we 
know that there was a lot 
of paperwork and legwork 
to be done.  Looking back, I 
think God shielded that 
from us and helped us one 
step at a time.  We met 
again two weeks later and 
started a study of Nehe-
miahɂ-ȱ(Ï× ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
ÄÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȦȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÐÐÌÉȤ
cation notes by David 
Jeremiah.  The main topics 
for rebuilding the walls 

and starting the school 
were similar:  Praying to 
God, Announcing the Goal, 
Visualizing the Project, 
Motivating the People, 
Delegating the Work, 
Overcoming the Opposi-
tion, Removing the Obsta-
cles, Handling the Dis-
agreements, Staying on 
Course, Finishing Strong. 

On April 25, 1994, 
three months after our 
first meeting, we had sev-
eral stones of remem-
brance to commemorate.  
In each situation God pro-
vided people with special 
abilities to help accom-
plish the task and help CCS 
to become a reality 

1. Established an advi-
sory Council to gov-
ern the school for 
the first year until a 
school board was in 
place. 

2. Circulated a bro-
chure explaining 
the purpose of CCS 
in the community. 

Columbus  Christian  School   
#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ  ρυ  9ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ 

Columbus  
Christian School  
)Î ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȣȢ 
 

 By Ken Paul 

Columbus Christian School is 
celebrating 15 years of jour-
ÎÅÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȢ  
A series of articles will ap-
pear in The Mane Events dur-
ing this coming year to mark 
this event.  

Staff and students of CCS at the Church of the Nazarene, the original site for 
classes.  Picture circa 1995. 

See BEGINNING, page 6 
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 Several weeks 
ago, I circu-
lated a maga-

ÚÉÎÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
S c h o o l  E d u c a -
ÔÉÏÎȱ ɉÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
Association for Christian 
Schools International ɀ 
ACSI) around to the staff, 
hoping that I would be 
able to squeeze in some 
time to actually read 
some of the articles.  The 
cover story seemed in-
ÔÒÉÇÕÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÉÆÔ ÏÆ #ÒÉȤ
ÓÉÓȱȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ  Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ 
weeks, I finally sat down 
to read the main article 
by Paul R. Kienel and was 
encouraged how the 

truths not only applied to 
Columbus Christian and 
our current economic 
challenges but to me, per-
sonally. 
+ÉÅÎÅÌ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ 

problem with prosperity 
is that it often produces 
spiritual complacency 
and an overall lack of de-
ÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢȱ  
But it is wonderful news 
that during tough, stress-
ful times such as we have 
been experiencing with 
the worldwide economic 
crisis, we find people run-
ning back to the Lord, 
ȰÒÅÆÏÃÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÉÏÒÉȤ
ties and growing in faith 
and a renewed commit-
ÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢȱ 

On October 1st, we set 
aside that day for fasting 

and prayer and what an 
incredible blessing that 
was to our students, staff 
and families!  Parents and 
friends of CCS joined us 
throughout the day, some 
coming to the school and 
others praying at home or 
at their place of work.  
Several of our students 
took their lunch hour to 
fast and pray for the 
needs of the school and to 
thank God for His faithful-
ness in the past.  It is the 
desire of our staff to be 
able to set aside more 
times for focused prayer 
in the days ahead. 

 I know that our cur-
rent economic struggle at 
CCS, as well as my recent 
health issue, has been a 
huge wake up call reveal-

ing just how much I need 
the Lord.  The Word of 
God has been my daily 
sustenance, nourishing 
my soul with truths of 
who my God is, what He 
has done and what He has 
promised to do plus 
showing me my utter de-
pendence upon Him for 
ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ  Ȱ$ÅÅÐ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ 
do test our dependence 
ÕÐÏÎ (ÉÍȱ ÁÎÄ (ÉÓ ÓÏÖÅÒȤ
eign plan.  I pray that we 
can agree with the psalm-
ist in Psalm 119:67, 71 
Ȱ"ÅÆÏÒÅ ) ×ÁÓ ÁÆÆÌÉÃÔÅÄ ) 
went astray, But now I 
ËÅÅÐ 9ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒÄȣȢȢ)Ô ÉÓ 
good for me that I was 
afflicted, that I may learn 
9ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÕÅÓȢȱ 

The school 
board would 
like to say 
thank you for 
the very posi-

tive response we have 
seen from everyone in 
regard to the financial 
challenges of the school. 
We were very pleased 
with how many people 
participated in the day of 
prayer and fasting as well 
as attending the meeting 
that evening. The encour-
agement voiced by those 
in attendance was re-
freshing and encourag-
ing.   

We also praise God for 
about a $2,000 improve-
ment in our budget situa-
tion as of the end of Sep-
tember. October looks 
very favorable as well as 
we anticipate that we will 
see at least another 
$5,000 improvement in 
the donation category 
alone. In addition to gifts 
already received, we have 
heard from a number of 
you that you intend to 
give gifts sometime in 
near future or will begin 
giving on a monthly basis. 
To all of you we say thank 
you so much for your gen-
erous gifts.  

To hit budget in the 
donation category we will 
need to receive $19,000 
between October and De-
cember. Historically al-
most all of this has come 
in during the month of 
December. We are en-
couraged that October is 
trending well ahead of 
each of the past two 
years.   

Hopefully all of you 
are aware that our cookie 
fundraiser is in full gear. 
This could prove to be a 
very solid fundraising 
opportunity for our 
school. Even the school 
board members are get-
ting into the spirit as all of 
us, whether we have stu-
dents in the school or not, 
are busy selling cookies.  

I would like to say a 
huge thank you to Andy 
Tiemeyer and Jamey Price 
for the work they have 
done to really dig into our 
financial situation, review 
the history of the past 
two years.  They put to-
gether Excel spreadsheets 
that really helped the 
board get the best possi-
ble picture of where we 
are at and what needs to 
happen in order for us to 
remain financially sol-
vent. The work they have 
done has been a true 
blessing. I believe all of us 
on the board and hope-
fully you as well see God 
at work in this challeng-
ing time in our history. 
Our prayer is that God 
will be glorified!  

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ȣȣȢȢ 
                                                by Mike Dornish  

As Administrator  
                           by Kathy Wolfe 

 Thereõs a lot of Thanks in Givingé... 
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Columbus Christian 
School 

 
Christmas program  

Thursday,  
December 10  

 
 7:oo p.m.  

 
 

Highland Park  
Evangelical Free 

Church 
 

Refreshments will follow  
 

Columbus Christian 
School staff spent time 
last year reviewing the 
Language Arts Curricu-
lum.  This process was 
facilitated by working 
with Barb Friesth and 
Dave Perkins from ESU 7.   

The process involved 
a year long focus of look-
ing  critically at all of the 
skills involved in a Lan-
guage Arts curriculum 
including reading, writ-
ing, listening and speak-
ing at a grade by grade 
level. Decisions were 
made by the group as to 
when skills were intro-
duced and when mastery 
would be expected. 

These skills were writ-
ten down and re-
evaluated until the staff 
was satisfied that it ade-
quately represented 
##3ȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÏÃÕÓ 
for this one curriculum 
area.   

Then came the task of 
assuring that the materi-
als  used were in line 
with the curriculum.  Ac-
cording to Mrs. Wolfe, 
administrator at CCS, it 
was a difficult transition 

to understand that, 
Ȱ"ÏÏËÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÒȤ
riculum.  They are the 
tools we use to achieve 
ÏÕÒ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÇÏÁÌÓȢȱ 

A committee looked at 
various materials from a 
variety of publishing 
companies, including the 
materials currently being 
used.  The determination 
was made to purchase 
new materials from Bob 
Jones Publishing because 
the materials fit well with 
the written curriculum 
and met the goal of hav-
ing a Christian  world 
view in terms of the con-
tent. 

Teachers are now im-
plementing this material 
and curriculum.  The next 
step involves defining the 
way to assess the pro-
gress students are mak-
ing. 

Jan Wieberdink, Kin-
dergarten teacher said 
that the process has 
helped her to focus her 
teaching on expanding 
the writing program.  
Ȱ%ÖÅÎ ÁÔ +ÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎ ×Å 
ÃÁÎ ×ÒÉÔÅȱ ÓÁÉÄ -ÒÓȢ 7ÉÅȤ
berdink.  

Third and Fourth 
Grade teacher, Angela 
Danhauer finds the new 
curriculum a good step 
but a challenging process. 

The support from Bob 
Jones University Press 
ÔÅØÔÂÏÏËÓ ÉÓ ȰÆÁÂÕÌÏÕÓȱ 
according to Sandra 
Scheffler, First and Sec-
ond Grade teacher.  
Ȱ7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ 
right into the daily cur-
ÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ 3ÃÈÅÆÆÌÅÒȢ  
Another feature she ap-
preciates is the inclusion 
of plenty of supplemental 
activities, learning cen-
ters, games, and most 
importantly appropriate 
Biblical principles are 
listed each day for the 
teacher to use in prepara-
tion and instruction.   
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ×Å 

have developed and the 
choice of textbooks sup-
ÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÔ ##3ȟȱ 
says Mrs. Wolfe.  Accord-
ing to Mrs. Wolfe, CCS 
will embark on a cycle of 
curriculum and assess-
ment review.  Math will 
be the next curricular 
area that will be exam-
ined. 

New Language Arts Curriculum at  CCS 

Are you ready for bat-
tle?  Chapel time at CCS is 
focusing on putting on 
the full armor of God.   

Chapel speakers for 
the coming months will 
be Corey Briggs, Brenda 
Wolf, Chaplain Don and 
the disciples from Colum-
bus Rescue Mission, and 
Pastor Don Owen. 

November chapel 
times will focus on put-
ting on the breastplate of 
righteousness.  In Decem-
ber we will study about 
putting on the shoes of 
readiness for the Gospel 
of Peace. 

Visitors are welcome 
at our chapel times on 
Wednesday mornings at 
8:30. 

Getting Ready 
for Battle  

1st Quarter Honor Roll 5th ɀ8th Grade Students  
CCS students are dem-

onstrating a desire to 
give glory to God with 
academic excellence by 
achieving  a 4.0 average 
for the first quarter.  Fifth 
and Sixth Grade students 
include: Zachary Wein-
meister and Talitha Har-
rington. Seventh and 

Eight Grade students are:  
Nathan Griess, David 
Jones and Amber Ma-
zankowski. 

Those students who 
have achieved at least a 
3.5 average are also rec-
ognized for their aca-
demic achievement. Fifth 
and Sixth Grade students 

are Juan Lasso, Kaylee 
Tobiason, Collin Wein-
meister and Kyle Schulz.  
Seventh and Eight Grade 
students are: Tate Tobi-
ason, Taylor Weinmeis-
ter, Nicole Wieberdink 
and Jasey Christensen. 

 

http://www.faithclipart.com/image/cross-as-the-greatest-gift.html
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The purpose of Colum-
bus Christian School is to 
ȰÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
process for our children 
that puts the Bible at the 
center and causes stu-
dents to learn to use the 
Bible to evaluate all of life 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ 

CCS is initiating a 
process to acknowledge 
the growth our students 
are making in growing 
with God.  It is called 
Ȱ'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎ 7ÉÓÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ 
3ÔÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ 
Colossians 1:9-12.   

Nathan Griess and 
Shianne Chiappetta are 
the first recipients of this 
honor. 

This recognition 
comes with a commit-
ment on our part, also, to 
pray for these students, 
ȰÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ 

live a life worthy of the 
Lord and may please  him 
in every good work, 
growing in the knowl-
edge of God, being 
strengthened with all 
power according to his 
ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÍÉÇÈÔȣȱ ɉ#ÏÌ 
1:10-11a NIV). 

Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, 
and Eighth Grade teach-
ers will have the opportu-
nity to select a student or 
students each quarter 
who are demonstrating 
perseverance and dili-
gence in their growth 
with God. 

 

The seventh and eighth 
graders took a field trip 
on September 9, 2009 to 
Word of Life Church to 
learn about the Orphan 
Train and some of its rid-
ers.  Charlotte Endorf 
talked to us about some 
of the situations of the 
riders.  We also learned 
about some of the living 
conditions on the train.  
Some boys said they felt 
like cattle being hauled in 
carts all over.  Others said 
it was comfortable and 
nice. 

We had the privilege of 

speaking to one of the 
five remaining train rid-
ers in Nebraska, Lela 
Newcomb.  Charlotte ex-
plained to us how she 
was tossed around from 
family to family.  There 
was one story in particu-
lar that touched all of our 
hearts.  One of her foster-
mothers had gotten her a 
Raggedy Ann doll when 
she was two.  Lela did not 
understand how some-
one could give her nice 
new things.  Unfortu-
nately she was removed 
from that family and put 

into an abusive situation.  
One day she had gotten a 
beating from her 
ȰÍÏÔÈÅÒȱȢ  3ÈÅ ÒÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ 
doll for comfort when she 
cried.  Her foster mother 
called her to come.  When 
Lela got to her, her 
mother took the doll and 
tossed it into the fire. 

Not all the orphan sto-
ries were as sad as that 
one.  There was a little 
boy who wanted nothing 
more than to be adopted 
by the nice lady in the red 
dress so he jumped into 
her arms, and that was 

the end of that. 
We all enjoyed this field 

trip.  It was a cool experi-
ence for us all.  It was fun 
learning about Lela and 
other riders. 

#ÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ $ÁÄȭÓȦ   
'ÅÔ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ !ÌÌ 0ÒÏ $ÁÄȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȦ   

Our next meeting is coming up on  
Friday, November 13.  

 
Mark the day on your calendar and be ready for 

another morning of food and fun.   
And remember, there will be  

no meeting in December,  
so this is your last chance this year to be an  

All Pro Dad!! 

Charlotte Endorf (right) leads Shianne 
Chiappetta, Nathan Griess, David 

Jones and Taylor Engel (left to right)  

in an activity to try to help them un-
derstand what life might have been 

like  as an orphan on Orphan  Train. 

7th & 8th  Grade Students Learn of Orphan Train  
By Jasey Christensen and Becka Hansen 

Growing in Wisdom and Stature  

Nathan Griess and Shianne Chiap-
�S�H�W�W�D�� �D�U�H�� �³�*�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �:�L�W�K�� �:�L�V�G�R�P��
�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�X�U�H���³���K�R�Q�R�U�� 


