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As Administrator
By Kathy Wolfe

Twoweeks ago, all the
students and I had the
oppor tunity to watch a huge
limb, from one of our trees on
the play ground, fall. When we came out for lunch
recess on that Friday, I hearda creaking noise that
drew my attention over to the slide area. The wind
was ferocious that day, w hipping around the building
and causing the branches on the tree to dip and sway
with each gust.

I walked over to the tree, for a closer inspection
and noticed that there was definitely a problem. The
branch that hung over the street was slowing
splitting of f from the tree. Maintaining a safe
distance and also keeping the students back, I
noticed that it was oozing with disease, right at the
point where it was attached to the trunk of the tree.
With every burst of wind, the crack grew until finally
gravity had its way and the branch fell, covering both
sides of the street. The playground filled with
squeals as it came down and the opportunity for a
science lesson began. Some of the curious on-lookers
were allowed to go with Mike Jones, who happened to
be there, to take a closer look at the place where the
branch left the free trunk. The diseased crevice was
craw lingwith confused bats!! Their daytime haunt
had been disclosed and they were scrambling, frying
to find another dark place to call home.

A phone call was made o the street department
to alert them of the situation and the branch was
clearedin a short amount of time. Then, on Tuesday

of last week, I received another phone call from the
street department informing me that they would like
to remove the rest of the tree, since it was dseased.
By 8:45 a.m. on Wednesday, the tree that had spent
many seasons on our school ground was gone -
chopped down, cut up and hauled away.

My active mind thought right away of several
spiritual analogies that could be drawn from this
afternoon adventure - from being connected to the
vine (John 15) to the things that proceed from the
heart (Mark 7). But I guess what I marveledatwas
God s sovereign control and protection that was
demonstrated. He allowed me fo hear the branch
splitting amid a myriad of children’s voices and
howling wind. He protected not only us but also any
unsuspec ting car or individual who could have been
traveling that road. He demonstrated His power and
might as the branch came crashing down, at
His appointed time. And we were able fo
observe His creation (bats) and how
they reacted to a sudden change in
their environment, frusting
that He would care for
these creatures of the
night.

Isn't that so like our God, always at work,
teaching us about Himself in the midst of our daily
happenings - from the mundane to the "onceinalife
time" events. But how many of us are foo busy fo see
it, oo preoccupied with a present struggle or
challenge to see God at work? So, slow down Take a
look out your window, listen to the lessons He might
be teaching you right before your very eyes.




DONORS: Does your employer have

a Matching Gift Program?

CCS has received almost
$ $3500 over the last 18 months
from businesses that have matched
"9 their employees’ contributions to
g our school. So be sure to ask your
employer if they have a Matching
Gift Program!

PTL! THE NEW
LUNCH TABLES
HAVE ARRIVED!

Eric Weinmeister, Dave Taylor and Jeremy
Brown graciously helped to unload the new tables
from the freight fruck. A sincere “thank you"
goes to those of you who contributed to this
project. Don't the tables look great?

ALL PRO DAD'S DAY!

a

We kicked off our first All
Pro Dad's Day Breakfast on Friday
morning, with 18 people
representing 7 familiesin
attendance. Hash browns and
eggs with sausage and bacon made
sure we all went on our way with
full stomachs, and some of the kids even went home
with some prizes. Nextmonthwe have 3 more
families planning o attend, and we will have more
prizes to give away. Andthereis always plenty of
room for more people so tell your friends and mark
your calendar for our next event.

WHEN: October 13 @ 6:45 am
WHERE: Columbus Christian School
WHAT: All Pro Dad' s Breakfast
WHO: Fathers and their children

For more information, check out the website at
http://www.allprodad.com/columbus.asp. Or you can
email me at dpoppe®@ fnni.com or call me at 564.1481
(work) or 564.8161 (home).

T will again need a head count by Wednesday,
October 11 so please email or call me before then.

Looking forward to seeing you therel

5th & 6th Grade News

The 2005 - 2006 school year
iswell underway in the 5th & 6th
grade classroom at CCS andwe

rejoice in the goodness of God! Each morningwe
begin the day by singing a Patriotic song and the
pledge to the American Flag. The student helper for
that week also leads us all into the pledge for the
Christian Flag and Bible. Next the students have a
“Penguin Powered Prayer" time where each day of the
week we call upon the Name of the Lord and petition
and proclaim God's Word, the Bible. We also address
prayer needs requested by the students.

In the core subject areas we also give glory to
God In the Social Science areas we have finished the
unit on invertebrates and are now looking at God's
marvelous animals, the mammals. In Social Studies we
are learning about the ancient civilizations of Asia;
the ol dest continent where the Lord began the
creation! We also are studying various maps including
the Fertile Crescent region; the cradle of society. In
reading each grade has their respective reading
tex tbook including throughout the week:
comprehension speed drill practice, vocabulary, oral
reading, and book reports. For added incentive the
students are encouragedin a "Football Reading Goal"
challenge! The 5th & 6th grade students have
challenged each other inwho can read the most
minutes every weekl Ten minutes equals ten yards.
Each student keeps on record how many minutes they
can read during school hours and also at home. A
parent and or a teacher must sign the football
worksheet to verify the reader's time (10 minutes
here, 15 minutes another time etc). Each Friday we
tally up the yardage and see how many touchdow ns
each grade has earned, along with a total goal for the
entire classroom. Treats are given for the football
readers every week for their fouchdown effor ts!
Check out the weekly Monday newsletter for feam
reports!

In Christwe live and breathe,
: Mrs. Schreurs



7™ & 8™ Grade News
By Mrs. Clarke

Whew! It hardly seems
1??'%2,_ possible as T write this that this
*  weekis our 5™ week of school,
mid-term reports are due, and
we have already completed leading music for the first
three chapels. The 7™ & 8™ grade class has a
different complexion this year. Weéve gone from 1
boy and the rest girls to 2 girls and the rest
boys. Our classroom also has a new "facelift" and
looks great. We really appreciate all the hard work
put in by a number of volunteers to get our classroom
carpeted and the ceiling lowered. It's beautifullll

We have been working on our traditional "Big
Books" that we make every year for the Kindergarten
and 15" and 2" grades. This year's themes are:
"Arnold the Ant Goes to School’and' Find Jimmy in
Columbus.’

This past Friday we attended the annual Plum
Creek Literacy Festivalin Seward, NE. The students
listened while current authors/illustrators told about
their craft. We listened to Tedd Arnold from New
York, a humorous storybook illustrator/author
Patricia Giff from Connecticut, a prolific writer of
historical fiction that draws stories out of her own
family history, and Nikki Grimes from California; a
very deep, thought provoking author that writes
about fough issues facing youth of today.

Several other activities are planned for the near
future. Tuesday afternoon, Sept. 26”‘, we attended a
presentation at Lakeview High School entitled
"Freedom Calls." On October 12™ the class has
voted on attending a stage presentation of
“Goldilocks", and on Novem ber 3rd we will be having
an all day 4-H enrichment class on leaders hip.

We will also have a field trip in March. Please
watch for more information on these activities.
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Helping our I CAN Friends!

CCS is once again coming
alongside of Corey Briggs and
the I CAN Camp ministry this
year. We have several
projects that we will be
helping Corey with, one being
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the I CAN CAMP Garage Sale. Ifyou can help or
have donations please read the information below:
Donations are being accepted for the I CAN
Camp Garage Sale. The garage sale will be Saturday,
October 21. We need new and slightly used donated
items. We WILL accept: clothing, coats, household,
items, furniture, bedding, and other similar items. If
you have an old computer that works and don't know
what to dowithit, wewill take it for the sale. We will
NOT accept: anything that is broken, stained, notin
working condition, garage sale leftovers (left over
clothing is accepted), craft items, junk. Important
items that are needed: winter
clothing/coats, bedding/beds, chairs
and couches. Please call Corey
Briggs, 562-1513 to donate items or
volunteer to help set up and clean up
for the sale. 2
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You may drop off your donations at Coreys
home, 3443 Lakeview Lane, or at CCS.

There are many easy ways to

raise money for our schooll

$ Scrip Rebate Program

$ Saving Hy-Vee Receipts

$ Saving Box Tops for Education

$ Recycling Ink Cartridges & Cell Phones
through the ReT hink Ink Program

$ SchoolPop internet shopping program

$ Employer Gift Matching Program

$ Barn Candle Sales Oct, 2" thro ugh the 12™,

For more information on any of these
programs, contact the school office.

OCTOBER WISH LIST ITEMS

e Kindergarten - microwave
popcorn

e 6r.1-2-none

® 6r.3-4-none

e 6r.5-6 - none

e 6r.7-8 - foam egg car fons
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